
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Year 2 Curriculum Overview 

Term 1.2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Teaching Team: 

Mrs Sperrin, Mr Chapman, Miss Bakalou 

SLT: Miss Saboor 

 

PE Days: Monday & Wednesday 

 

Homework: Homework is set on Friday and returned by 

Wednesday. 

 

Please see below an overview of the main themes, 

knowledge and skills we will be covering this half term. 

 



 

 

Enquiry 

Question 

Does the past change the present? 

 

Significant 

People 

Isambard Kingdom Brunel 

The Wright brothers (Wilbur and Orville Wright) 

Ayesha Farooq 

Class Texts James and the Giant Peach by 

Roald Dahl (Themes: Bravery, 

Perseverance, Relationships, 

Adventure, Resilience) 

 

Taking Flight by Adam Hancher 

(Themes: Resilience, Ambition, 

Relationships/Love, Determination, 

Risk-taking) 

Reading 

 

Reading Domain: 1c - Identify and explain 

the sequence of events in texts. 

Test Technique: Short, constructed response – 

extracting information from the text 

(literal/inference) 

Children will continue focussing on word 

reading. They will be learning what suffixes 

are, what they mean and how to read them. 

They will also continue reading unfamiliar 

words and developing strategies to help 

them with this. Children will also continue to 

develop their comprehension skills by learning 

how to answer who, what, where, when and 

why questions. They will be taught what 

certain question words mean, as well as the 

relevant strategies on how to identify key 

words and how to locate the answer in the 

text. Children will also continue learning 

about the structure of a story and how to 

summarise events that happen within their 

whole class text. 



 

 

Writing 

 

This half term, children will be learning about 

the structure of narratives and using their 

whole class text, James and the Giant Peach, 

to create their own. They will first innovate the 

character and fruit using a variety of 

descriptive language. They will then 

incorporate alternative verbs and adverbs to 

write the problem and resolution of their own 

version of the story. Children will then explore 

formal and informal letters. They will look at 

the organisational features of these, as well 

as language features such as emotive 

language and past tense verbs. They will use 

their whole class text, Taking Flight, as 

inspiration to write an informal letter to 

Kathryn Wright (Wilbur and Orville Wright’s 

sister) about their new invention, as well as a 

formal letter to residents of Kitty Hawk, inviting 

them to the grand reveal of their glider. 

Maths This term, Year 2 will continue their learning of 

addition and subtraction. They will add and 

subtract using concrete objects, pictorially 

and mentally. Some of the concrete objects 

we will be using will include rekenerek, base 

ten and tens frames. The children will learn 

how to add using different methods such as 

the column method and number line. They 

will add two-digit numbers and ones, two-

digit numbers and tens and two, two-digit 

numbers. The children will develop their 

understanding of how two numbers can be 

added in any order (commutative) and 

subtraction, of one number, cannot. They will 

recognise and use the inverse relationship 



 

 

between addition and subtraction. The 

children will use this and everything we have 

learnt to check calculations and solve missing 

number problems and word problems. 

Towards the end of the term, the children will 

also be exploring shape. They will identify and 

describe the properties of 2D and 3D shapes. 

They will develop their understanding of line 

of symmetry in a vertical line and use this to 

complete shapes. The children will compare 

and sort common 2D and 3D shapes and 

everyday objects. They will also make 

patterns with 2D and 3D shapes. 

History During the beginning of this half term, we will 

continue to look at significant historians and 

their significance upon the present day. 

Children will look at the impact of individuals, 

such as the Wright brothers and Isambard 

Kingdom Brunel, using Dawson’s model to 

describe and rank individuals according to 

their significance of the present day. Later in 

the term, children will further develop their 

understanding of how to sequence 

information in chronological order on 

timelines, describing how aspects of life has 

changed over time.    

Science  At the beginning of this half term, the children 

will learn about animals and their needs for 

survival. Pupils will cover both vertebrates and 

invertebrates; habitats and the living and 

non-living aspects of which you would find in 

each habitat; food chains; what can support 

or destroy habitats; as well as the change of 

behaviour in animals during the change of 



 

 

seasons. They will then revisit human survival 

and the necessities to keep our bodies 

healthy with a balanced diet and good 

hygiene. Children will explore the five food 

groups, and how a balanced diet maintains 

a healthy body and lifestyle alongside 

exercise. They will learn what germs, bacteria 

and viruses are, and learn how germs spread 

with links to our enquiry questions through 

discussing such events as The Great Plague, 

which killed many people.  

DT Children will learn that food comes from two 

main sources: animals and plants. They will be 

taught the origin of common foods such as 

milk, eggs, some meats and common fruit 

and vegetables; what tools are appropriate 

to prepare ingredients by peeling, grating, 

chopping and slicing; observe what happens 

when a range of foods are heated and 

cooled – whilst grouping and sorting foods; 

generate and communicate ideas through a 

range of different methods; understand how 

to work safely and hygienically when 

constructing and cooking; explain why 

designers and inventors are important; 

describe the types of foods necessary for a 

healthy and varied diet whilst applying such 

principles to make a simple, healthy meal; 

evaluate how their products meet criteria, 

and what they could do better in the future.  

Music This half term, children will be exploring the 

song ‘Ho Ho Ho’ which is a Christmas song by 

Joanna Mangona and Jane Sebba. Children 

will identify instruments within the song which 

are: singers, keyboard, bass, guitar, 



 

 

percussion, trumpet and saxophone. Children 

will continue learning how to find the pulse 

and keeping in time with the music. Children 

will be exposed to a new style of singing, rap. 

They will spend time using instruments to play 

three notes, as well as learning how to make 

their performance entertaining for their 

audience. 

Computing During this term, students will explore digital 

photography. Children will learn the different 

devices that can be used to take 

photographs and will gain experience 

capturing, editing and improving photos. 

They will also use their knowledge recognise if 

an image is real or not. 

PSHE This term Year 2 will be looking at ‘What is 

bullying?’ and continuing the theme of 

relationships. They will understand how words 

and actions can affect how people feel. The 

children will develop their understanding that 

name-calling, hurtful teasing and excluding 

others in unacceptable. They will learn how 

to respond to bullying and how to seek help. 

The children will also be exploring our school 

value ‘Respect’. They will reflect on what this 

is, who in our lives shows respect, and how we 

can show respect towards others 

RE At the beginning of this half term, the children 

will look at responding to suffering. They will 

look at different religions including Humanism, 

Christianity and Islam. They will learn how 

people from different religions can make 

things and people better. Towards the end of 

the term, the children will be looking at 



 

 

sharing and generosity. They will begin to 

understand why Christian’s give gifts and 

celebrate Christmas. 

PE Within every P.E unit, all pupils develop their 

physical, social, emotional and thinking skills. 

 

Fitness 

This half term, children will participant in a 

range of fitness activities. Children will 

develop agility, co-ordination, speed, 

balance, stamina and have the opportunity 

to work with their peers and independently. 

Working with their peers will allow the children 

work on their social skills of taking turns as well 

as supporting and encouraging one another. 

Children will demonstrate our school value, 

determination, whilst having to work and be 

active for longer periods of time. Throughout 

the fitness unit, children will have the 

opportunity to identify their strengths and 

areas for improvement and will challenge 

themselves to work on this. 

 

Dance 

Also this half term, pupils will participate in 

dance lessons. The children will explore space 

and learn how their body can be moved to 

express a mood, character, feeling or idea. 

They will explore a range of travelling 

techniques to create flow within their dance 

routines. The children will also use counts of 8 

to allow them to keep in time with the music 

when they are dancing. Through their 

dances, children will explore shapes, 

directions, speed and travel. Within the unit, 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

children will work independently and with a 

partner. This will allow them to develop their 

social skills of working respectfully with others 

and sharing ideas. They will also have the 

opportunity to observe and offer feedback 

using key terminology that they have learnt 

within their lessons. 



 

 

Knowledge Organiser: 

Enquiry 



 

 

Science 
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Home Learning and Useful Links: 

 

Home Learning 

 

Create a bridge that can hold a weight. 

Create a glider with a moving propeller 

Write a fact file on Isambard Kingdom Brunel’s life and 

achievements. 

Write a report on the impact the Wright Brothers had on 

the world today. 

 

 

Useful links 

 

Isambard Kingdom Brunel 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zd4dy9q/articles/z

nj32sg  

 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-

help/isambard-kingdom-brunel  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zovFQQ2SwBc&ab_

channel=BBCTeach  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zd4dy9q/articles/znj32sg
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zd4dy9q/articles/znj32sg
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/isambard-kingdom-brunel
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/isambard-kingdom-brunel
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zovFQQ2SwBc&ab_channel=BBCTeach
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zovFQQ2SwBc&ab_channel=BBCTeach


 

 

The Wright Brothers 

 

https://www.history.com/topics/inventions/wright-brothers 

 

https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/history/article/wright

-brothers 

 

https://www.ducksters.com/biography/wright_brothers.ph

p  

 

https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Wilbur-and-Orville-

Wright/353940  

 

https://www.factsjustforkids.com/famous-people-

facts/wright-brothers-facts-for-kids/  

 

https://www.history.com/topics/inventions/wright-brothers
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/history/article/wright-brothers
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/history/article/wright-brothers
https://www.ducksters.com/biography/wright_brothers.php
https://www.ducksters.com/biography/wright_brothers.php
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Wilbur-and-Orville-Wright/353940
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Wilbur-and-Orville-Wright/353940
https://www.factsjustforkids.com/famous-people-facts/wright-brothers-facts-for-kids/
https://www.factsjustforkids.com/famous-people-facts/wright-brothers-facts-for-kids/

