
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Year 2 Curriculum Overview 

Term 2.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Teaching Team: 

Mrs Sperrin, Mr Chapman, Miss Bakalou 

SLT: Miss Saboor 

 

PE Days: Monday & Wednesday 

 

Homework: Homework is set on Friday and returned by 
Wednesday. 

 

Please see below an overview of the main themes, 
knowledge and skills we will be covering this half term. 

 



 

 

Enquiry 
Question 

How is life different at the seaside? 
 

Significant 
People 

Hilary Lister 
Captain James Cook 

Class Texts Dolphin Boy by Michael Morpurgo 

(Themes: Kindness, Friendship, 

Love, Generosity, Determination, 

Teamwork) 

Reading 
 

Reading Domain:  
1d – Making inferences from the text. 

Test Technique: 
Extended constructed response 
(literal/inference). 

 
Word reading this half term will focus on 
prefixes, suffixes, and compound words. The 
children will learn how to read these words 

using their phonics skills and what different 
prefixes and suffixes mean. The children will 
develop their comprehension skills through 
inference. They will begin inferring a 

character’s feelings based on illustrations 
throughout the book and then begin to look 
at how their thoughts and behaviour can also 
determine how a character feels. The 

children will learn how to answer inference 
questions through an extended response, 
using ‘I can infer…because’ as a sentence 
stem. 

Writing 
 

This half term, the children will be writing 
postcards from a seaside town. They will then 
move on to extend their learning of informal 
letters, using their whole class text, Dolphin 

Boy, as inspiration. They will take role of 
characters within the story and write about 
the events. Once the children have a good 



 

 

understanding of the whole class text, they 
will then innovate the problem and ending of 

the story. Throughout the half term, children 
will be continuing to develop their 
understanding of the organsational features 
of all the genres that they write, as well as 

language features. Children will be learning 
how to write similes that are effective and 
entertaining for the reader, exclamations, as 
well as conjunctions to extend their 

sentences. 

Maths At the beginning of this half term, children will 

learn about money. They will recognise what 

each coin and note represents and use the 

symbols for pounds and pence correctly. 

Children will be able to combine amounts to 

make a value. They will also be able to find 

different combinations of coins that make the 

same amounts of money. Children will solve 

real life word problems involving money and 

using their previous knowledge of addition 

and subtraction to understand giving 

change. Towards the end of the half term, 

children will be looking at multiplication and 

division. They will be able to recall and use 

multiplication and division facts for the 2,5, 

and 10 times tables. Children will use a range 

of methods to solve multiplication and 

division problems including: objects, arrays, 

repeated addition and multiplication and 

division facts. They will understand that 

multiplication of two numbers can be done in 

any order (commutative) and division of one 

number cannot. Children will recognise and 



 

 

use the inverse relationship between 

multiplication and division. 

Geography This term children will use maps to learn about 

the location of the world’s seas and oceans 
and use keys to learn about map symbols. 
They will also find out about the directions on 
a compass. They will learn about the human 

and physical features of a coastline, 
including the effects of erosion and how to 
stay safe when visiting the coast. They will 
have the opportunity to learn about the work 

of the RNLI, what happened to the SS Rohilla 
and about the coastal town of Whitby, 
including how Captain Cook is linked to the 
town. They will research the tourism industry 

and consider what features make a place a 
successful tourist destination. 

Science  During Science this half term, children will 
begin to develop an understanding of plant 

survival, including: how they grow, their parts, 
what they need to survive, and how different 
plants are found in different habitats. They will 
then revisit materials, again looking at their 

properties and how these are favourable, or 
unfavourable, for certain purposes. They will 
also learn how some materials are 
degradable and are able to be recycled, but 

others take many years to break down on 
landfill sites. They will further develop an 
ability to ask scientific questions, predict, and 
conclude through practical experiments. 

Art This half term will teach children about the 
visual elements of flowers, including shape, 
texture, colour, pattern and form. They will 
explore various artistic methods, including 



 

 

drawing, printmaking and 3-D forms, such as 
using paper and clay. 

Music This half term, children will be exploring the 
song ‘I wanna play in a band’ which is a rock 
song by Joanna Mangona. Children will 
identify instruments within the song which are: 

keyboard, drums, bass, electric guitar, and 
singers. Children will continue learning how to 
find the pulse and keeping in time with the 
music. Children will be exposed to a new style 

of music, rock. They will spend time using 
instruments to play simple rhythms choosing 
from the notes F + G or F, G + A. 

Computing During computing our focus will be ‘Robot 

Algorithms’. This unit develops learners’ 
understanding of instructions in sequences, 
and the use of logical reasoning to predict 
outcomes. Learners will use given commands 

in different orders to investigate how the 
order affects an outcome. They will also learn 
about design in programming. They will 
develop artwork, and test it for use in a 

program. They will design algorithms and test 
these as programs whilst also learning how to 
debug them.   

PSHE This half term Year 2 will be looking at ‘What 

jobs do people do?’ and exploring the 
theme of living in the wider world. Children 
will understand how jobs help people earn 
money to pay for things they need and want. 

They will learn about a range of different jobs 
and how people have different strengths that 
enable them to do different jobs. They will 
understand how people use the internet and 

digital devices in their jobs and everyday life. 



 

 

The children will also be exploring our school 
value ‘curiosity’. They will reflect on what this 

is, who in our lives shows curiosity, and how 
we can be curious. 

RE At the beginning of this half term children will 

be looking at the theme of ‘creating unity 

and harmony.’ They will have the chance to 

look at different religions including Christianity 

and Islam and understand we can get on 

with people who are different to us and how 

we should treat everybody the same. 

Towards the end of this half term, children will 

look at the theme of ‘participating and willing 

to lead.’ They will understand how they can 

take part and explore how Christians work 

together in Churches. 

PE Within every P.E unit, all pupils develop their 
physical, social, emotional and thinking skills. 
 

Gymnastics 
 
This half term, the children will explore and 

develop basic gymnastic actions on the floor 
and using apparatus. They will develop the 
gymnastic skills of jumping, rolling, balancing 
and travelling. Once they are confident with 

this, they will then combine different forms of 
travel to create sequences for their routine. 
The children will develop an understanding of 
creating entertaining routines that include a 

variety of gymnastics shapes at different 
levels and directions. Throughout the unit of 
work, the children will be taught how to work 
safely with their peers and the apparatus that 

they use. They will also learn how to give 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Knowledge Organiser: 
 

back constructive but respectful feedback to 
their peers based on their performances. 

 

Yoga 
 

This half term, the children will also take part 
in yoga lessons. They will learn the 
importance of yoga and the benefits it has 
on their body and mind. The children will 

learn a variety of yoga poses. Throughout this 
unit of work, the children will build strength, 
flexibility, and balance. The children will also 
be taught breathing techniques through 

meditation and the use of stories and 
imaginative activities. The children will have 
the opportunity to work independently and 
with others. This will develop social and 

emotional skills as they work together to 
create yoga poses based on a theme or 
idea. 
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Maths 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Home Learning and Useful Links: 

 

Home Learning 

 

Create a model that represents a human or physical 
feature of a seaside town. 

Designing and creating a Punch and Judy inspired 
puppet show.  

Research Hilary Lister in preparation for a non-
chronological report at school.  

Creating a poster on Weston-Super-Mare and what 
people can do there. 

 

Useful links 

 

https://rnli.org/find-my-nearest/lifeboat-stations 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/cook_capt
ain_james.shtml 

 

https://www.ducksters.com/biography/explorers/captain

_james_cook.php 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y1nR2EDt0YE 

 

https://www.visit-westonsupermare.com/ 
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