
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Year 6 Curriculum Overview 

Term 2.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Teaching Team: 

Miss Fowler, Mrs Akhtar and Miss Chahal  

SLT: Mrs Z Thewlis 

 

PE (Physical Education) Days: Monday 

 

Homework: Every Tuesday and Friday  

 

Please see below an overview of the main themes, 
knowledge and skills we will be covering this half term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Enquiry 
Question 

How are the ice caps damaged by 
environmental change? 

 

Significant 

People 
Robert Falcon Scott, Ernest Shackleton, Roald 
Amundsen, Harpreet Chandi, Matthew 
Henson. 

Class Texts Wolf Wilder – Katherine Rundell  
Themes: Family, revolution, bravery, 

corruption, fantasy, nature, love, freedom, 
difference, diversity. 
 

Reading 
 

Reading domain: 2b retrieve and record 
information / identify key details from fiction 

and non-fiction 
2d make inferences from the text / explain 
and justify inferences with evidence from the 
text 

2g identify / explain how meaning is 
enhanced through choice of words and 
phrases 

Test techniques: 
This half term, year 6 pupils will be developing 
their retrieval, inferential skills and the impact 
of selected vocabulary upon the reader.  



 

 

They will begin by understanding the 
difference between literal and inferential 

through focusing on a range of images and 
what they show and how to use the clues to 
decipher what is happening, what could 
have occurred and base predictions on this. 

As we progress through the term children will 
be exposed to a range of different texts and 
use the PEE method (point, evidence and 
explain) to structure their responses using 

evidence from the text to justify and support 
their response. Children will know how to find 
and copy words from various texts, using their 
prior knowledge as well as what they have 

read.  

Writing 
 

This half term pupils will begin to develop their 
narrative writing style through understanding 
what makes a good story and plot and how 

to engage the reader and the impact 
language can have on a reader. Children will 
also write their own non-chronological 
reports.  

Maths This half term, children will continue to 
develop and consolidate their knowledge 

and skills with fractions, decimals, and 
percentages. Pupils will become fluent and 

develop reasoning and problem-solving 
strategies.  

History Pupils will learn about great achievements 
within Antarctic exploration include Captain 

Cook's crossing of the Antarctic Circle, in the 
1770s; Captain James Clark Ross' discovery of 
Mount Erebus, the Ross Sea and the Ross Ice 
Shelf; and the expedition to reach the South 

Pole by Shackleton, Amundsen and Scott, 



 

 

between 1901 and 1916 during the Heroic 
Age of Antarctic Exploration. 

Geography This project teaches children about the 
characteristics and features of polar regions, 
including the North and South Poles, and 
includes a detailed exploration of the 

environmental factors that shape and 
influence them. 

Science  Children will describe how living things are 
classified into broad groups according to 

common observable characteristics and 
based on similarities and differences, 
including micro-organisms, plants, and 
animals. They will give reasons for classifying 

plants and animals based on specific 
characteristics and research unfamiliar 
animals and plants from a range of habitats, 
deciding upon and explaining where they 

belong in the classification system. 

Mandarin Children will be learning about these topics, 
this half term:  

• More pets and animals 

• Food and drink 

• Chinese New Year traditions and 

celebrations.  
 

Art Children will explore Inuit prints made using a 
stencilling technique. Children will use the 

same technique to create their own stencil 
before developing a series of prints.  

Music The 6-week unit of work will build on previous 
learning. Pupils will begin to understand and 

explore how music is created, produced and 
communicated, including through the inter-
related dimensions: pitch, duration, 
dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure 



 

 

and appropriate musical notations. All the 
learning is focused around one song from 

Benjamin Britten’s Friday Afternoons: A New 
Year Carol. The children will describe the style 
indicators of the song/music, describe the 
structure of the song, identify the 

instruments/voices they can hear and talk 
about the musical dimensions used in the 
songs. Children will continue to find the pulse 
or ‘heartbeat’ of songs. They will also begin to 

use instruments through the iPads to begin 
composing their own pieces of music, with an 
ambition to perform and share their work.  

PSHE How can the media influence people? 

This half term, children will be studying how the 
media, including online experiences, can 
affect people’s wellbeing – their thoughts, 
feelings and actions. Understand how they 

can keep themselves safe and evaluate how 
reliable different types of online content and 
media are, e.g. videos, blogs, news, reviews, 
adverts. 

Computing Learners will be introduced to creating 
websites for a chosen purpose. Learners 
identify what makes a good web page and 
use this information to design and evaluate 

their own website using Google Sites. 
Throughout the process, learners pay specific 
attention to copyright and fair use of media, 
the aesthetics of the site, and navigation 

paths. 

RE 
(Religious 

Education) 

Remembering roots – pupils will consider how 

they remember special people, places and events 
and think about why is the past important.  

PE Gymnastics:  In this unit, pupils use their 
knowledge of compositional principles e.g. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

how to use variations in level, direction and 
pathway, how to combine and link actions, 

how to relate to a partner and apparatus, 
when developing sequences. They build trust 
when working collaboratively in larger 
groups, using formations to improve the 

aesthetics of their performances. Pupils are 
given opportunities to receive and provide 
feedback in order to make improvements on 
performances. In Gymnastics as a whole, 

pupils develop performance skills considering 
the quality and control of their actions. 
 
Fitness:  Pupils will take part in a range of 

fitness challenges to test, monitor and record 
their data. They will learn different 
components of fitness including speed, 
stamina, strength, coordination, balance and 

agility. Pupils will be given opportunities to 
work at their maximum and improve their 
fitness levels. They will need to persevere 
when they get tired or when they find a 

challenge hard and are encouraged to 
support others to do the same. Pupils are 
asked to recognise areas in which they make 
the most improvement using the data they 

have collected. 



 

 

Knowledge Organiser: 

 

Reading 

 

 

Writing 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

History 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Science  

Geography 

 



 

 

 

Home Learning 

 

Create a diorama of one of the Polar regions.  

  

Children to use the knowledge organisers provided to 
help them further their learning regarding the enquiry 

question.  

Make a diorama of an Inuit's temporary home also known 
as an Igloo. 

Plan and design an animal that lives in one of the polar 
regions. Use recycled materials to create one. This can be 

a drawing or 3D model. 



 

 

Research and discuss global warming and climate 
change. What are the effects of this on our planet? How 

can we help to slow it down or reduce it? 

Conduct some research into who Matthew Henson was, 
what he is recognised for and why he was and is so 

significant today.  

Create a non-chronological report about him and his 
achievements. 

 

 

 

Useful Links: 

https://discoveringthearctic.org.uk/  

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/home-is-good/save-our-

polar-habitats/  
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