
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Year 3 Curriculum Overview 

Term 3.1 

 

 

Teaching Team: 

Class Teachers: Miss Rose, Mr Taylor, and Miss Coughlan 

Teaching Assistant: Miss Brown  

SLT: Mr Aldred 

 

PE:  PE lessons are on a Tuesday and Wednesday. On 

these days, children must be wearing their P.E kits. This 

includes a white t-shirt, black joggers, trainers, and no 

jewellery. 

 

Homework: Workbooks and reading books are sent home 

on Friday to be returned by Wednesday. An additional 

piece of homework will be sent home on a Tuesday.  

 

 

 



Please see below an overview of the main themes, 

knowledge, and skills we will be covering this half term. 

 

Enquiry 

Question 
What did the Romans do for us? 

Significant 

people 

School Values (resilience) 

Michael Jordan is considered the greatest basketball 

player ever to play the game. But he was cut out of the 

high school team because he was only 5’11 at the time 

and told he was too short to play at a professional level. 

He was also told he lacked the skills to play Basketball. 

 

Science 

Sir Isaac Newton is most famous for his scientific 

discoveries around gravity and the three laws of motion, 

but he also explored light and colour. 

 

History 

Boudicca was a Celtic queen who is famous for rising up 

against the Roman occupation in AD60 or 61. She was 

the joint ruler of the British Iceni tribe, who lived in a region 

of Britain now known as East Anglia, with her husband, 

Prasutagus. 

Significant places 

Pompeii is considered one of the world's most important 

historical sites because after the eruption of Mount 

Vesuvius the volcanic ash preserved the city and its 

people. This gives historians and archaeologists a vivid 

picture of life in the Roman Empire around 2,000 years 

ago. 

 

Rome was at the very centre of the Roman Empire. Many 

Roman emperors lived and ruled from there.  

 

Bath is a city in the South-West of England. It is most 

famous for its Roman baths, which the city is named after.  

Class Text 

The Goose Guards by Terry Deary 

 

 



It’s 387 BC. Brutus, a trainee priest at the Temple of Juno, 

hates the temple's holy geese. Little does he realize how 

useful they will be when the vicious Gaul army invades 

the city. 

Reading 

In Reading this half term, the children will be making 

predictions based on the characters and events within 

the class text The Goose Guards. 

 

They will also be looking at prefixes and suffixes and 

how they change the meaning of root words.  

 

Finally, the children will be looking at various types of 

poetry and how they are different based on 

appearance and word usage. They will also be reading 

these poems to enhance their reading skills, focussing on 

tone and intonation. 

Writing 

Throughout the half term, children will be continuing to 

develop their understanding of the different 

organisational and language features of the different 

writing genres we will be focussing on. 

 

In the first half of this half term, the children will be writing 

biographies based on famous Roman emperors and 

gods. The children will be learning how to use heading 

and subheadings, topic sentences and fronted 

adverbials to organise their writing into paragraphs. As 

well as using co-ordinating and subordinating 

conjunctions to link their ideas. 

 

During the latter part of the half term, the children will 

write a narrative based on the plot and characters from 

our whole class text, The Goose Guards. They will be 

looking at how they can use descriptive language 

(expanded noun phrases and similes) in order to create 

simple settings and characters and develop a basic plot 

in order to make their writing entertaining for the reader.  

Maths 

During this half term, children will be learning to 

understand fractions, mass, and capacity. Within the 

fractions unit the children will learn about the whole, 

tenths, equivalent fractions, comparing and ordering 

fractions and adding and subtracting fractions. In mass 

and capacity, the children will learn how to measure 

mass/ capacity, add and subtract mass/ capacity and 

compare mass/ capacity.  

Science 
This half term’s science focus will be Forces and Magnets 

where the children will be using magnets to understand 



magnetic force and measuring frictional forces. They will 

also learn about Light, by understanding the importance 

of sun safety and how light is measured. They will explore 

this through experiments showing how light can be 

manipulated by shape and colour. 

History 

During this term, we will be studying the Roman Empire 

and the Roman invasion of Britain. This topic will look at 

the history and structure of ancient Rome and the Roman 

Empire, including a detailed exploration of the 

Romanisation of Britain. 

 

This half term, will focus on the Roman Empire including: 

• Everyday life in ancient Rome 

• The founding of ancient Rome 

• The rulers and emperors of ancient Rome 

• The growth and expansion of the Roman Empire 

• The hierarchy of ancient Rome 

• The Roman army 

Art 

This half term the children will be learning about botanical 

art. They will be looking at how botanical art has been an 

important part of art and science and that botanical 

artists have often accompanied voyagers and 

discoverers throughout history. The children will be 

making prints, arrangements, and watercolour pictures. 

They will explore many botanical artists such as Franz 

Bauer, Rory McEwan and Margaret Mee. 

Music 

This half term, children will be exploring the song ‘Bringing 

Us Together’ and the Disco music genre. The Children will 

identify the musical instruments, styling, artists, and songs 

within the Disco genre. They will look at finding the pulse 

of a song and learning the lyrics in order to perform the 

song. The children will also be given the opportunity to 

play instruments alongside the song. 

 

They will learn the following vocabulary: Keyboard, 

drums, bass, imagination, improvise, compose, disco, 

pentatonic scale, pulse, rhythm, pitch, tempo, dynamics, 

texture structure, 

hook, riff, melody 

Computing 

This half term the children will be desktop publishing using 

Microsoft Word. They will consider careful choices of font 

size, colour and type to edit and improve premade 

documents. They will learn the terms ‘templates’, 

‘orientation’, and ‘placeholders’ and begin to 

understand how these can support them in making their 

own template for a magazine front cover. 



PSHE 

This half term the children will exploring the question, Why 

should we eat well and look after our teeth? The children 

will explore what it is to eat a balanced diet and regulate 

the amount of sugar they eat. They will also learn about 

the importance of regular visits to the dentist. 

RE 

The children will first look at the disposition ‘Being Open, 

Honest and Truthful’. They will look at how different 

religions, in particular Christianity, teach their followers 

about the importance of being honest. In the final part of 

the half term, the children will focus on the disposition, 

‘Being Attentive to the Sacred as well as the Precious’. 

They will understand how different religions worship and 

spend time being attentive.  

PE 

Athletics 

In this unit, pupils will develop basic running, jumping, and 

throwing techniques. They are set challenges for distance 

and time that involve using different styles and 

combinations of running, jumping and throwing. As in all 

athletic activities, pupils think about how to achieve their 

greatest possible speed, distance or accuracy and learn 

how to persevere to achieve their personal best. Pupils 

are also given opportunities to measure, time and record 

scores. 

Outdoor Adventurous Activities 

Pupils develop problem solving skills through a range of 

challenges. Pupils work as a pair and small group to plan, 

solve, reflect, and improve on strategies. They learn to be 

inclusive of others and work collaboratively to overcome 

challenges. Pupils learn to orientate a map, identify key 

symbols, and follow routes. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science Knowledge Organiser – Forces and Magnets 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science Knowledge Organiser – Light and Shadows 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



Useful Links: 

Reading:  

Oxford Owl for School and Home 

Reading and comprehension - English - Learning with BBC Bitesize - BBC Bitesize 

Books for Year 3 children aged 7-8 | School Reading List 

 

Phonics:  

Letters and Sounds, English Games for 5-7 Years - Topmarks 

PhonicsPlay 

Phase 2 Games – Letters and Sounds (letters-and-sounds.com) 

 

Writing:  

Year 3 English - BBC Bitesize 

Writing in Year 3 (age 7–8) - Oxford Owl for Home 

Spelling and Grammar, English Games for 7-11 Years - Topmarks 

 

Maths:  

Year 3 Maths Curriculum Toolkit | 7 & 8 Year Olds | Home Learning (thirdspacelearning.com) 

YEAR 3 MATHS - Topmarks Search 

IXL - Year 3 maths practice 

 

Science:  

Forces – Year 3-4 / P4-5 Science Collection - Home Learning with BBC Bitesize - BBC Bitesize 

Plants - Year 3/4 - P4/5 - Science Collection - Home Learning with BBC Bitesize - BBC Bitesize 

Home | WowScience - Science games and activities for kids 

 

History/Geography: 

Explore volcanoes - BBC Bitesize 

Who was the fossil hunter Mary Anning? - BBC Bitesize 

The Lost City of Pompeii (nationalgeographic.com) 

 

Computing:  

Is my child safe online? Parent’s questions answered | Barnardo's (barnardos.org.uk) 

Parents and Carers - UK Safer Internet Centre 

Parental Controls & Privacy Settings Guides | Internet Matters 

 

PSHE:  

Talk PANTS & Join Pantosaurus - The Underwear Rule | NSPCC 

How to make an emergency 999 call – West Midlands Ambulance Service University NHS Foundation Trust (wmas.nhs.uk) 

 

PE:  

Nutrition Based Physical Activity Games - Action for Healthy Kids 

Kids Active Learning & PE at Home – Think Active 

 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zs44jxs/articles/zgq8r2p
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/reading-list-for-year-3-pupils-ks2-age-7-8/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-years/letters-and-sounds
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://letters-and-sounds.com/phase-2-games/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zv48q6f/year/zmyxxyc
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/english/primary-writing/writing-year-3-age-7-8/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar
https://thirdspacelearning.com/blog/year-3-maths/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?q=YEAR%203%20MATHS
https://uk.ixl.com/maths/year-3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zg6q96f
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z2w3p4j
https://wowscience.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f/articles/zd9cxyc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zd8fv9q/articles/zf6vb82
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/history/article/pompeii
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/blog/online-safety-parents-questions?gclid=CjwKCAjwwL6aBhBlEiwADycBIPLqOOnhoqkdF8GqsMiLC_EPkCqYMS4pRXlLEWKUuaYmR98-lqM_yxoCP9oQAvD_BwE
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/pants-underwear-rule/?gclsrc=aw.ds&&gclid=CjwKCAjwwL6aBhBlEiwADycBIERv7aqeeFJ0l9nMhxKcPSb7v_ZQH-YgpPIs2Rag7J7RCMNcN0dZWxoCnVoQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://wmas.nhs.uk/advice-resources/campaigns/how-to-make-an-emergency-999-call/
https://www.actionforhealthykids.org/activity/nutrition-based-physical-activity-games/
https://www.thinkactive.org/gettingactive/kids-active-learning/

