
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Year 4 Curriculum Overview 

Term 3.1 



Enquiry Question How did life change for people living in Ancient Civilisations? 

 

Significant 

People 

- J.K Rowling  

- Ahmed Mustafa 

- Anousha Ansari 

Class Texts Secrets of a Sun King 

‘London, 1922. A discovery from ancient Egypt. A cursed 

package… The untold story of a young pharaoh.  

When Lilian Kaye finds a parcel on her grandad’s doorstep, she is 

shocked to see who sent it: a famous Egyptologist, found dead 

that very morning, according to every newspaper in England.  

The mysterious package holds the key to a story… about a king 

whose tomb archaeologists are desperately hunting for.  

Now Lil and her friends must embark on an incredible journey – to 

return the package to its resting place, to protect those they love 

and to break the deadly pharaoh’s curse.  

Reading 

 

During this half term, the children will be consolidating their 

learning on ‘retrieval’ and ‘literal comprehension.’ As they 

covered this domain back in the autumn term, they shall now be 

looking to answer much more advanced questions, justifying their 

answers with evidence from the text.  

Similarly, the children will also consolidate their previous learning 

on ‘inference.’ They shall be inferring how the characters in our 

new class text are feeling, presenting their ideas in a P.E.E format.  

Writing 

 

The children will begin this half term by learning how to write 

persuasive formal letters. The first letter shall be from the children to 

Mrs Thewlis, with the following letters being linked to their class text. 

In doing this, the children will learn how to write formally, 

structuring their work in the style of a letter. They shall also be 

learning how to write using persuasive techniques such as: 



rhetorical questions, repetition, facts and statistics and emotive 

language.  

As the half term continues, the children will then learn how to write 

diary entries. These shall be linked to our enquiry question and shall 

teach the children how to write informally, in the first person. They 

shall also teach the children how to write in a chatty style, 

speaking to the diary as if it was a friend/family member.  

Maths This half term, our focus will begin with decimals. To begin with, 

children will be recapping their number bonds to 100. They will 

then move onto learning how to make a whole from any of the 

tenths and hundredths using their number bonds to 10 and 100. 

Following this, children will move onto learning how to write 

decimal through the support of place value counters, as this will 

help them understand the value of each digit. They will also be 

learning how to compare, order and round decimals. Following 

their learning from fractions from the previous term, the children 

will be taught how to write ½ , ¼ and ¾ as decimals. 

The children will then move onto developing their understanding 

of pounds and pence using decimal notations and then onto 

converting between different units of money. They will continue 

learning about money and how to order, estimate and round 

money. They will also be learning how to use the four operations to 

solve money problems. 

Progressing towards the end of the half term, children will move 

onto learning about time, this incudes children recapping their 

learning of how to tell the time in 24-hour clock as well as, 

converting time into different units for example minutes into hours. 

The children will be using their previous knowledge about the 

concept of a year, month week and day, to convert between 

different units of time. To end the term, children will learn how to 

convert between analogue times and digital times, using a 24 

hour clock. 

History  This half term, our focus will be History. In the Ancient Civilisations 

project, your child will learn about three of the earliest civilisations 



in the world; ancient Sumer, ancient Egypt and the Indus Valley 

civilisation. They will study the ancient Sumerian and ancient 

Egyptian civilisation in detail, to discover how crucial factors like 

water sources and farming helped them to develop and thrive. 

They will find out about important inventions and the growth of 

cities. They will also study the lives of different people in society, 

including the roles of kings and pharaohs.   

Science  Our Science topic this half term shall be ‘Electrical Circuits and 

Conductors.’ Within this project, your child will learn about the 

importance of electricity to our daily lives and the two sources, 

mains electricity and cells/batteries. They will discuss the dangers 

of mains electricity and safety measures and will learn about a 

range of electrical components such as, cells, batteries, wires, 

lamps, buzzers and motors. These devices will then be used to 

construct series circuits, exploring the effect of adding and 

removing different elements.  

Art Our art focus this half term will be ‘Islamic Art.’ This project teaches 

the children about the features of Islamic art. They will make 

geometric patterns and motifs on paper, with fabric and in clay. 

They will also use their learning to create a high relief clay tile, 

decorated with geometric patterns.   

Music During their music lessons, the children will continue to be taught 

by Miss Callaghan how to use and play keyboards following 

groups of notes.  

Computing The computing lessons this half term will focus on data logging. The 

children will consider how and why data is collected over time 

and understand how computers can monitor the environment 

over time. The children will collect and access data, captured 

over long periods of time. The children will use a device to review 

and analyse data as well as pose questions and use data loggers 

to answer the questions.  

PSHE In PSHE, we will be looking at ‘Living in the wider world’. This 

focuses on how people have a shared responsibility to help 
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Homework: Tuesday & Friday 

 

Please see below an overview of the main themes, 

knowledge and skills we will be covering this half term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

protect the world around them, e.g., caring for others, animals, 

and the environment. 

RE In RE, we will be focusing on the unit of ‘Living by the Rules’, this unit 

focuses on the religious teachings of Christianity, Islam and Judaism.   

The children will learn why following rules is so important and the 

different ways the followers live by rules.  

PE In the first half of the summer term the children will be learning how to 

play tennis. They will develop skills such as ready position, racket 

control and forehand and backhand ground strokes. They will learn 

how to score points and how to use skills, strategies and tactics to 

outwit the opposition.  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

Home Learning and Useful Links: 
Homework Books  

At the end of each week, your child will return home with their homework books in 

both English and Maths. They will be given two pages to complete based on the 

learning they have completed that week or the learning they will be doing the 

following week.  

Please encourage your child to complete these to the best of their ability and return 

to school by Wednesday for them to be marked and any issues to be addressed. 

Spellings  

These are words your child will be using daily and will need to be familiar with. We 

will also be sending home words with your children that are key in Year 3 and 4.  

Please encourage your child to practise their spellings at the weekend and across 

the course of the week, as they will be tested on these at the end of each week.  

Times tables  

Each week, your child will receive a sheet of times tables to help prepare them for 

the Y4 Multiplication Check.  

Please encourage your child to practise these times tables ready for a small test at 

the end of the following week.   

Your child should be to completing at least 5 minutes of times table practice daily. 

Please use the website below 

Times Table Multiplication Check Website: 

https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/ 

Reading:  

At the end of each week, your child will also come home with a reading book.  

Please encourage your child to read this book regularly and listen to them read 

when you can.  

Within their reading diary, we ask that you please make a comment on how your 

child has read, whether they are enjoying their book or even any questions you may 

have asked them and discussed about their story.  

Both the reading book and reading diary need to be returned to school by 

Wednesday.  

https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/


 

Reading:  
Oxford Owl for School and Home 

Reading and comprehension - English - Learning with BBC Bitesize - BBC Bitesize 

Books for Year 4 children aged 8-9 | School Reading List 

 

Phonics:  
Letters and Sounds, English Games for 5-7 Years - Topmarks 

PhonicsPlay 

Phase 2 Games – Letters and Sounds (letters-and-sounds.com) 

 

Writing: 
Year 4 English - BBC Bitesize 

Writing in Year 4 (age 8–9) - Oxford Owl for Home 

Spelling and Grammar, English Games for 7-11 Years - Topmarks 

 

Maths:  
Year 4 Maths Curriculum Toolkit | 8 & 9 Year Olds | Home Learning 

(thirdspacelearning.com) 

Key Stage 2 Maths - Topmarks Search 

https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/ 

 

Science:  
Electricity - KS2 Science - BBC Bitesize 

What is electricity? - BBC Bitesize 

 

History/Geography: 
Ancient Egypt - KS2 History - BBC Bitesize 

History KS2: Introducing Ancient Sumer - BBC Teach 

 

Computing:  
Is my child safe online? Parent’s questions answered | Barnardo's (barnardos.org.uk) 

Parents and Carers - UK Safer Internet Centre 

Parental Controls & Privacy Settings Guides | Internet Matters 

 

 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zs44jxs/articles/zgq8r2p
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/suggested-reading-list-for-year-4-pupils-ks2-age-8-9/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-years/letters-and-sounds
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://letters-and-sounds.com/phase-2-games/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zv48q6f/year/z63tt39
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/english/primary-writing/writing-year-4-age-8-9/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar
https://thirdspacelearning.com/blog/year-4-maths/
https://thirdspacelearning.com/blog/year-4-maths/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?Subject=16&AgeGroup=3
https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zj44jxs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkj8rj6/articles/zcwnv9q
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zg87xnb
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-introducing-ancient-sumer/zmgnvk7
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/blog/online-safety-parents-questions?gclid=CjwKCAjwwL6aBhBlEiwADycBIPLqOOnhoqkdF8GqsMiLC_EPkCqYMS4pRXlLEWKUuaYmR98-lqM_yxoCP9oQAvD_BwE
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/


PSHE:  
Talk PANTS & Join Pantosaurus - The Underwear Rule | NSPCC 

How to make an emergency 999 call – West Midlands Ambulance Service University NHS 

Foundation Trust (wmas.nhs.uk) 

 

PE:  
Nutrition Based Physical Activity Games - Action for Healthy Kids 

Kids Active Learning & PE at Home – Think Active 

 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/pants-underwear-rule/?gclsrc=aw.ds&&gclid=CjwKCAjwwL6aBhBlEiwADycBIERv7aqeeFJ0l9nMhxKcPSb7v_ZQH-YgpPIs2Rag7J7RCMNcN0dZWxoCnVoQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://wmas.nhs.uk/advice-resources/campaigns/how-to-make-an-emergency-999-call/
https://wmas.nhs.uk/advice-resources/campaigns/how-to-make-an-emergency-999-call/
https://www.actionforhealthykids.org/activity/nutrition-based-physical-activity-games/
https://www.thinkactive.org/gettingactive/kids-active-learning/

