
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Year 5 Curriculum Overview 

Term 1.2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please see below an overview of the main themes, knowledge 

and skills we will be covering this half term. 



Enquiry 

Question 

How has the Shang Dynasty influenced the development of 

modern China? 

Significant 

People 

Fu Hao (also known as Lady Hao) 

Jacinda Ardern (linked to the value of respect) 

 

Class Texts Bronze and Sunflower by Cao Wenxuan     

 

(Themes: Community, family, perseverance, 

effects of poverty, loneliness, power of 

education) 

 

 

Reading 

 

Reading Domains  

2a – Give/explain the meaning of words in context.  

2b – Retrieve and record information/identify key details from 

fiction and non-fiction. 

2c – Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph.  

In Reading, the children will continue to read the class text Bronze 

and Sunflower. As children read the text, they will complete 

retrieval questions, where they will be focussing on comprehension 

skills. Children will also be summarising different chapters of the 

book, identifying the key parts.  

Children will also begin using dictionaries and thesauri, to find the 

definition of new words, to find the correct spellings and to find 

synonyms.  

Writing 

 

In Writing, the children will be writing non-chronological reports, 

they will be writing reports about Ancient Egypt, China and the 

Shang Dynasty. They will use a range of language choices, 

including third person, subheadings and past tense. In doing this, 

the children will learn how to engage the reader and present non-

fiction text in a different way.  

As the term continues, the children will move on to writing letters, 

they will write both formal and informal letters, so that they can 

differentiate the difference between audiences and the 

language used. They will include language features such as date, 

address, first person and tense.  



Maths This term Year 5 will focus on multiplication and division. Children 

will learn about common multiples, factors, common factors, 

prime numbers, square numbers and cube numbers. Children will 

be learning formal methods of division as well as consolidating 

their understanding of short and long term multiplication. Children 

will be applying the short division method to solve division 

problems and will be using the inverse operation to check their 

answers. To further their understanding, children will be solving real 

life problems and answering test style questions. 

History In History, we will continue to focus on the Shang Dynasty. We will 

look at the similarities and differences between ancient and 

modern China. We will also investigate what the beliefs were of 

those who lived during the Shang Dynasty. Children will be 

learning about power and hierarchy, everyday life in the Shang 

Dynasty, Warfare Enquiry, Fu Hao, the end of the Shang Dynasty 

and Bronze ages around the world. 

Science  The topic this half term is properties and changes in materials. The 

children will explore the different types of materials and carry out 

investigations. They will compare and group together everyday 

materials based on their properties, including their hardness, 

solubility, transparency, conductivity (electrical and thermal), and 

response to magnets. Children will also use their knowledge of 

solids, liquids, and gases to decide how mixtures might be 

separated, through filtering, sieving, and evaporating. 

The children will also be exploring forces and identifying the 

effects of air resistance, water resistance and friction, that act 

between moving surfaces. The half-term will conclude with a Lab 

Session linked to our previous topic (from Autumn 1) of Living 

Things and their Habitats.  

DT The children will be working together to create a Chinese Dragon 

that uses pneumatics, this links to the enquiry topic of the Shang 

Dynasty. Once the children have created their dragon, they will 

evaluate their product in terms of their design, function and 

appearance.  

Music For our music lessons this term, we will use Charanga and are 

focusing on the genre of ‘classroom jazz’, this unit of work focuses 

on improvising. Using two great pieces, Three Note Bossa and Five 

Note Swing, the pupils will learn to play the pieces and then 

explore improvising with the repertoire.   

Computing During this half term, the children will be using iMovie on the iPads 

to create their own video. The children will learn what a video is, 

filming techniques, using a storyboard, how to plan a video, how 

to import and edit a video. Then finally, they will evaluate their end 

product.  

PSHE During this half term, the children will be looking at the topic of 

money. They will begin by looking at where money comes from, 

decisions about spending and saving money, how to keep track 

of money, paying for goods and recognising what makes 

something ‘value for money’. Children will discuss needs/wants 



 

 

Teaching Team: 

Miss Begum, Miss Harrison, Miss Nur, Mrs Patel and Mrs Sayed  

SLT: Mr Aldred 

 

PE Day: Tuesday 

 

Homework: Homework is set on Friday and returned by 

Wednesday. 

 

Home Learning and Useful Links: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and how to budget for this as well as learning about potential risks 

associated with money.  

RE This half term we will focus on two topics: Being Loyal and 

Steadfast and Being Hopeful and Visionary. In the first unit, children 

will be able to discuss what commitment means and how they 

show commitment in everyday life. We will be discussing how and 

why followers of different religions show their commitment and 

loyalty. In the second unit, children will express their hopes for 

themselves and will then look at how Christians and Muslims 

express hope and the things they are hopeful for in their lives.  

PE This half term the children will be taking part in gymnastics. 

Children will develop their understanding of the necessary 

flexibility, strength and control needed to perform the movements 

successfully. Children will have the opportunity to choreograph 

their own sequences and perform individually or as part of a team.  

Children will also be taking part in football, they will learn the rules, 

how to work as a team, communication skills, how to pass, dribble 

and tackle. As well as this, they will learn about decision making 

and good sportsmanship.  



Homework Books  

At the end of each week, your child will return home with their homework books in 

both English and Maths. They will be given two pages to complete based on the 

learning they have completed that week or the learning they will be doing the 

following week.  

Please encourage your child to complete these to the best of their ability and return 

to school by Wednesday for them to be marked and any issues to be addressed. 

Spellings  

These are words your child will be using daily and will need to be familiar with. We 

will also be sending home words with your children that are key in Years 5 and 6.  

Please encourage your child to practise their spellings at the weekend and across 

the course of the week, as they will be tested on these at the end of each week.  

Reading:  

At the end of each week, your child will also come home with a reading book.  

Please encourage your child to read this book regularly and listen to them read 

when you can.  

Within their reading diary, we ask that you please make a comment on how your 

child has read, whether they are enjoying their book or even any questions you may 

have asked them and discussed about their story.  

Both the reading book and reading diary need to be returned to school by 

Wednesday.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 





Reading:  
Oxford Owl for School and Home 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zs44jxs/year/zhgppg8 

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/category/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/  

 

Phonics:  
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar  

PhonicsPlay 

Phase 2 Games – Letters and Sounds (letters-and-sounds.com) 

 

Writing: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zv48q6f/year/zhgppg8  

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/english/primary-writing/writing-year-5-age-9-10/  

Spelling and Grammar, English Games for 7-11 Years - Topmarks 

 

Maths:  
Key Stage 2 Maths - Topmarks Search 

https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/ 

 

Science:  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z2pfb9q/year/zhgppg8 

Home | WowScience - Science games and activities for kids 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z6wwxnb/articles/zdvhxbk  

 

History/Geography: 
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/shang-dynasty 

https://www.ducksters.com/history/china/shang_dynasty.php 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z39j2hv  

 

Computing:  
Is my child safe online? Parent’s questions answered | Barnardo's (barnardos.org.uk) 

Parents and Carers - UK Safer Internet Centre 

Parental Controls & Privacy Settings Guides | Internet Matters 

 

PSHE:  
Talk PANTS & Join Pantosaurus - The Underwear Rule | NSPCC 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zs44jxs/year/zhgppg8
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/category/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://letters-and-sounds.com/phase-2-games/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zv48q6f/year/zhgppg8
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/english/primary-writing/writing-year-5-age-9-10/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?Subject=16&AgeGroup=3
https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z2pfb9q/year/zhgppg8
https://wowscience.co.uk/?_sft_category=light-sound
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z6wwxnb/articles/zdvhxbk
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/shang-dynasty
https://www.ducksters.com/history/china/shang_dynasty.php
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z39j2hv
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/blog/online-safety-parents-questions?gclid=CjwKCAjwwL6aBhBlEiwADycBIPLqOOnhoqkdF8GqsMiLC_EPkCqYMS4pRXlLEWKUuaYmR98-lqM_yxoCP9oQAvD_BwE
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/pants-underwear-rule/?gclsrc=aw.ds&&gclid=CjwKCAjwwL6aBhBlEiwADycBIERv7aqeeFJ0l9nMhxKcPSb7v_ZQH-YgpPIs2Rag7J7RCMNcN0dZWxoCnVoQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds


How to make an emergency 999 call – West Midlands Ambulance Service University NHS 

Foundation Trust (wmas.nhs.uk) 

 

PE:  
Nutrition Based Physical Activity Games - Action for Healthy Kids 

Kids Active Learning & PE at Home – Think Active 
 

https://wmas.nhs.uk/advice-resources/campaigns/how-to-make-an-emergency-999-call/
https://wmas.nhs.uk/advice-resources/campaigns/how-to-make-an-emergency-999-call/
https://www.actionforhealthykids.org/activity/nutrition-based-physical-activity-games/
https://www.thinkactive.org/gettingactive/kids-active-learning/

