
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

     
  

  

  

  

Year 4 Curriculum Overview 

Term 2.1  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

Teaching Team:  

Miss Fisher, Miss Rehman, Mr Barnes, Mrs Khatri 

PE Day: Thursday  

  

Homework: Tuesday & Friday  

  

  

  

  



  

  

Please see below an overview of the main themes, 

knowledge and skills we will be covering this half term.  

  

 

 

     



  

  

Enquiry Question  ‘How do rivers and mountains change our world?’   

  

  

Significant 

People  

William Morris - Designer 

Class Texts  King of the Cloud Forests  

  

‘Escaping from China as the Japanese invade, Ashely and Uncle 
Sung embark on a perilous journey across the Himalayas. Then 

Ashley finds himself alone in the hostile mountains, battling for his 
life. He is about to give up all hope when he has a mysterious and 

terrifying encounter.’  

Reading  

  

At the beginning of this half term, your child will be learning how to 

predict, retrieve and infer information from the text, consolidating 

their learning from last term. They will be looking at the P.E.E (point, 

evidence, explain) method and revisiting this skill to structure their 

answers. As we move into the second part of the half term, your 

child will begin to make comparisons between characters, 

settings, and key events in the stories they have been exposed to.  

Writing  

  

The children will begin this half term learning how to write 

newspaper articles. These will be written about a famous explorer, 

a missing child, and a topic of their choice. When writing these, the 

children will need to think carefully about the layout, writing in the 

third person, past tense and using the 5Ws to answer any questions 

the reader may have.   

At the end of the half term, the children will examine poetry, using 

a range of figurative language to write their own poems.   

Maths  This half term, our focus will be multiplication and division. The 

children will be learning how to multiply and divide numbers by 1, 0 

and itself. They will also be learning how to multiply and divide by 

3,6,7 and 9 as well as learning the multiplication and division facts 

for the times tables above. The children will also be learning how to 

multiply 3 numbers together, learn about factor pairs and efficient 

multiplication. They will also be learning how to multiply and divide, 

2-digit numbers by 1-digit numbers, multiply, 3-digit numbers by 1-

digit numbers, using both formal and informal methods and 

looking at written methods of multiplication.    



  

  

  

Geography.   This half term, our focus will be Geography. In the Misty Mountain, 

Winding River project, your child will learn about the characteristics 

and physical processes of rivers, including how they shape the 

landscape over time, their significance around the world and the 

impact of flooding. The children will learn how to use the eight 

points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols, 

and keys to locate and plot geographical places and features on 

a map, as well as how contour lines are used to show topography 

of an area. The children will have the opportunity to learn about 

the stages of the water cycle and about mountains and their 

different formation, studying mountain ranges in the United 

Kingdom and around the world.    

Science   At the beginning of the half term, our science focus will be ‘States 

of Matter.’ In this project, your child will identify and classify solids, 

liquids, and gases. They will learn the properties of solids, liquids and 

gases and discover that some materials have properties of more 

than one state. Your child will learn that particles make up all 

matter and how their arrangement determines whether the 

material is a solid, liquid or gas. They will find that materials can 

change from one state to another and learn about how this 

change can happen. Moving into the second part of the half term, 

your child will begin a project named ‘Grouping and Classifying.’ In 

this project, your child will learn why we sort and group things and 

the important classification skills of observing and questioning. Your 

child will learn what a classification key is and how they are used to 

identify living things. In this project, we will also be introducing the 

five main vertebrate groups and the six main invertebrate groups. 

Your child will learn how to identify vascular and non-vascular 

plants and sort them into three main groups.  

Art  Our art focuses this half term will be ‘Animal.’ This project will teach 

your child about the historical and cultural portrayal of animals in 

art. Your child will study the visual qualities of animals through 

sketching, printmaking, and clay modelling.   

Music  During their music lessons, the children will focus on the theme 

‘ABBA’ who were a Swedish pop group formed in 1972. They will 



  

  

learn about the structure of a song and will be able to perform and 

share. 

Computing  This half term, your child will begin to create programs by planning, 

modifying, and testing commands to create shapes and patterns. 

Your child will use Logo, a text-based programming language.   

PSHE  This half term we shall complete the ‘How can we manage our 

feelings?’ strand of PSHE. Our lessons shall include:   

- How everyday things can affect our feelings.   

- How feelings can change over time.   

- The importance of expressing feelings and how they can be 
expressed in different ways.   
- Responding properly to the feelings of others.   

- Managing feelings at times of loss or grief.     

RE  This half term, the children will be learning how to be modest and 
how to listen to others. Our lessons will include:   

- The story of the wise and foolish builders.   

- Examples of historic and contemporary faith and behaviour 
stories - Salah.   

During the second half of the half term, the children will be 
covering: creating inclusion, identity and belonging. Our lessons will 

include:   

- Significant Clothes   

- Pilgrimage   

PE  During the first half of this half term, your child will participate in 

gymnastics. They will focus on creating a routine based on 

different skills including balance, rolls and shapes. Your child will be 

thinking about how to use movement to explore and 

communicate ideas and issues and their own feelings and 

thoughts. As we progress into the second part of the half term, 

your child will participate in dodgeball. In this unit, your child will 

improve the key skills utilised in dodgeball such as throwing, 

dodging, and catching. They will also learn how to apply simple 

tactics to the game to outwit their opponent.     

 



  

  

  

Home Learning and Useful Links:  

Homework Books   

At the end of each week, your child will return home with their homework books in 

both English and Maths. They will be given two pages to complete based on the 

learning they have completed that week or the learning they will be doing the 

following week.   

Please encourage your child to complete these to the best of their ability and return 

to school by Wednesday for them to be marked and any issues to be addressed.  

Spellings   

These are words your child will be using daily and will need to be familiar with. We 

will also be sending home words with your children that are key in Year 3 and 4.  

Please encourage your child to practise their spellings at the weekend and across 

the course of the week, as they will be tested on these at the end of each week.   

Times tables   

Each week, your child will receive a sheet of times tables to help prepare them for 

the Y4 Multiplication Check.   

Please encourage your child to practise these times tables ready for a small test 

every Monday.   

Your child should be to completing at least 5 minutes of times table practice daily.  

Please use the website below  

Times Table Multiplication Check Website: 

https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/  

Reading:   

At the end of each week, your child will also come home with a reading book.   

Please encourage your child to read this book regularly and listen to them read 

when you can.   

Within their reading diary, we ask that you please make a comment on how your 

child has read, whether they are enjoying their book or even any questions you may 

have asked them and discussed about their story.   

Both the reading book and reading diary need to be returned to school by 

Wednesday.   

https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/
https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/
https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/
https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/
https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/
https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/


  

  

Reading:   

Oxford Owl for School and Home  

Reading and comprehension - English - Learning with BBC Bitesize - BBC Bitesize Books 

for Year 4 children aged 8-9 | School Reading List  

 Phonics:   

Letters and Sounds, English Games for 5-7 Years - Topmarks  

PhonicsPlay  

Phase 2 Games – Letters and Sounds (letters-and-sounds.com)   

Writing:  

Year 4 English - BBC Bitesize  

Writing in Year 4 (age 8–9) - Oxford Owl for Home  

Spelling and Grammar, English Games for 7-11 Years - Topmarks   

Maths:   

Year 4 Maths Curriculum Toolkit | 8 & 9 Year Olds | Home Learning 

(thirdspacelearning.com)  

Key Stage 2 Maths - Topmarks Search https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-

tables-check/  

 Science:   

What are the states of matter? - BBC Bitesize  

Science KS2 / KS3: Classification of organisms - BBC Teach  

Home | WowScience - Science games and activities for kids   

History/Geography:  

The natural world - KS2 Geography - BBC Bitesize  

Rivers - BBC Teach  

Explore rivers - BBC Bitesize  

 Computing:   

Is my child safe online? Parent’s questions answered | Barnardo's (barnardos.org.uk)  

Parents and Carers - UK Safer Internet Centre  

Parental Controls & Privacy Settings Guides | Internet Matters  

 PSHE:   

Talk PANTS & Join Pantosaurus - The Underwear Rule | NSPCC  

How to make an emergency 999 call – West Midlands Ambulance Service University NHS 

Foundation Trust (wmas.nhs.uk)   

PE:   

Nutrition Based Physical Activity Games - Action for Healthy Kids  

Kids Active Learning & PE at Home – Think Active  

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zs44jxs/articles/zgq8r2p
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zs44jxs/articles/zgq8r2p
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zs44jxs/articles/zgq8r2p
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zs44jxs/articles/zgq8r2p
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zs44jxs/articles/zgq8r2p
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zs44jxs/articles/zgq8r2p
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zs44jxs/articles/zgq8r2p
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zs44jxs/articles/zgq8r2p
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/suggested-reading-list-for-year-4-pupils-ks2-age-8-9/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/suggested-reading-list-for-year-4-pupils-ks2-age-8-9/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/suggested-reading-list-for-year-4-pupils-ks2-age-8-9/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/suggested-reading-list-for-year-4-pupils-ks2-age-8-9/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/suggested-reading-list-for-year-4-pupils-ks2-age-8-9/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-years/letters-and-sounds
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-years/letters-and-sounds
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-years/letters-and-sounds
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-years/letters-and-sounds
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-years/letters-and-sounds
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-years/letters-and-sounds
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://letters-and-sounds.com/phase-2-games/
https://letters-and-sounds.com/phase-2-games/
https://letters-and-sounds.com/phase-2-games/
https://letters-and-sounds.com/phase-2-games/
https://letters-and-sounds.com/phase-2-games/
https://letters-and-sounds.com/phase-2-games/
https://letters-and-sounds.com/phase-2-games/
https://letters-and-sounds.com/phase-2-games/
https://letters-and-sounds.com/phase-2-games/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zv48q6f/year/z63tt39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zv48q6f/year/z63tt39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zv48q6f/year/z63tt39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zv48q6f/year/z63tt39
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/english/primary-writing/writing-year-4-age-8-9/
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/english/primary-writing/writing-year-4-age-8-9/
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/english/primary-writing/writing-year-4-age-8-9/
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/english/primary-writing/writing-year-4-age-8-9/
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/english/primary-writing/writing-year-4-age-8-9/
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/english/primary-writing/writing-year-4-age-8-9/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar
https://thirdspacelearning.com/blog/year-4-maths/
https://thirdspacelearning.com/blog/year-4-maths/
https://thirdspacelearning.com/blog/year-4-maths/
https://thirdspacelearning.com/blog/year-4-maths/
https://thirdspacelearning.com/blog/year-4-maths/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?Subject=16&AgeGroup=3
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?Subject=16&AgeGroup=3
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?Subject=16&AgeGroup=3
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?Subject=16&AgeGroup=3
https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/
https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/
https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/
https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/
https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/
https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/
https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z6p6qp3/articles/zsgwwxs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z6p6qp3/articles/zsgwwxs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z6p6qp3/articles/zsgwwxs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z6p6qp3/articles/zsgwwxs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/science-ks2--ks3-classification-of-organisms/zh7g92p
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/science-ks2--ks3-classification-of-organisms/zh7g92p
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/science-ks2--ks3-classification-of-organisms/zh7g92p
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/science-ks2--ks3-classification-of-organisms/zh7g92p
https://wowscience.co.uk/?_sft_category=light-sound
https://wowscience.co.uk/?_sft_category=light-sound
https://wowscience.co.uk/?_sft_category=light-sound
https://wowscience.co.uk/?_sft_category=light-sound
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/geography-ks1--ks2-rivers/z6qsf4j
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/geography-ks1--ks2-rivers/z6qsf4j
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/geography-ks1--ks2-rivers/z6qsf4j
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/geography-ks1--ks2-rivers/z6qsf4j
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f/articles/z7w8pg8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f/articles/z7w8pg8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f/articles/z7w8pg8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f/articles/z7w8pg8
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/blog/online-safety-parents-questions?gclid=CjwKCAjwwL6aBhBlEiwADycBIPLqOOnhoqkdF8GqsMiLC_EPkCqYMS4pRXlLEWKUuaYmR98-lqM_yxoCP9oQAvD_BwE
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/blog/online-safety-parents-questions?gclid=CjwKCAjwwL6aBhBlEiwADycBIPLqOOnhoqkdF8GqsMiLC_EPkCqYMS4pRXlLEWKUuaYmR98-lqM_yxoCP9oQAvD_BwE
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/pants-underwear-rule/?gclsrc=aw.ds&&gclid=CjwKCAjwwL6aBhBlEiwADycBIERv7aqeeFJ0l9nMhxKcPSb7v_ZQH-YgpPIs2Rag7J7RCMNcN0dZWxoCnVoQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/pants-underwear-rule/?gclsrc=aw.ds&&gclid=CjwKCAjwwL6aBhBlEiwADycBIERv7aqeeFJ0l9nMhxKcPSb7v_ZQH-YgpPIs2Rag7J7RCMNcN0dZWxoCnVoQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/pants-underwear-rule/?gclsrc=aw.ds&&gclid=CjwKCAjwwL6aBhBlEiwADycBIERv7aqeeFJ0l9nMhxKcPSb7v_ZQH-YgpPIs2Rag7J7RCMNcN0dZWxoCnVoQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/pants-underwear-rule/?gclsrc=aw.ds&&gclid=CjwKCAjwwL6aBhBlEiwADycBIERv7aqeeFJ0l9nMhxKcPSb7v_ZQH-YgpPIs2Rag7J7RCMNcN0dZWxoCnVoQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://wmas.nhs.uk/advice-resources/campaigns/how-to-make-an-emergency-999-call/
https://wmas.nhs.uk/advice-resources/campaigns/how-to-make-an-emergency-999-call/
https://wmas.nhs.uk/advice-resources/campaigns/how-to-make-an-emergency-999-call/
https://wmas.nhs.uk/advice-resources/campaigns/how-to-make-an-emergency-999-call/
https://wmas.nhs.uk/advice-resources/campaigns/how-to-make-an-emergency-999-call/
https://wmas.nhs.uk/advice-resources/campaigns/how-to-make-an-emergency-999-call/
https://wmas.nhs.uk/advice-resources/campaigns/how-to-make-an-emergency-999-call/
https://wmas.nhs.uk/advice-resources/campaigns/how-to-make-an-emergency-999-call/
https://www.actionforhealthykids.org/activity/nutrition-based-physical-activity-games/
https://www.actionforhealthykids.org/activity/nutrition-based-physical-activity-games/
https://www.actionforhealthykids.org/activity/nutrition-based-physical-activity-games/
https://www.actionforhealthykids.org/activity/nutrition-based-physical-activity-games/
https://www.actionforhealthykids.org/activity/nutrition-based-physical-activity-games/
https://www.actionforhealthykids.org/activity/nutrition-based-physical-activity-games/
https://www.thinkactive.org/gettingactive/kids-active-learning/
https://www.thinkactive.org/gettingactive/kids-active-learning/
https://www.thinkactive.org/gettingactive/kids-active-learning/
https://www.thinkactive.org/gettingactive/kids-active-learning/
https://www.thinkactive.org/gettingactive/kids-active-learning/


  

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Knowledge Organisers:  



  

  
 

  



  

  

  



  

  

  



  

  
  



  

  

 

  



  

  

 


