
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Year 2 Curriculum Overview 

Term 1.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Teaching Team: 

Miss Nguyen, Miss Bakalou, Mr Chapman. 

SLT: Mrs Saboor 

 

PE Days: Monday and Wednesday. 

On these days, children must be wearing their P.E kits. This includes 

a white t-shirt, black joggers, trainers, and no jewellery. 

 

Homework: Workbooks and reading books must be returned to 

school by Wednesday. 

 

Please see below an overview of the main themes, knowledge, 

and skills we will be covering this half term. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Enquiry 

Question 

“Can anyone change the world?” 

Significant 

People 

Florence Nightingale 

Mary Seacole 

Samuel Pepys 

Christopher Wren  

 

Class Texts  

Title: The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark  

Author: Jill Tomlinson 

Themes: Relationships, adventure, and curiosity. 

love/relationships, bravery, fear, resilience and 

determination.  
 

 

 

 

 

Reading 

 

Domain:  1b – Identify and explain key aspects of fiction and non-fiction 

texts such as characters, events, title and information. 

Test technique:  Tick box – 1,2,3 – literal / inference. 

In Reading we will be focussing on our comprehension skills, and we will 

explore the themes from the book. We will focus on looking at the choice 

of language used and the intended effect on the audience. 

 

Writing 

 

This half term, we will be developing our written skills through narrative 

writing focussing on description. We will be using capital letters and full 

stops as well as focusing on the use of descriptive language and 

specifically thinking about word choice to create the desired effect. 

 

Maths Place Value-  

This half term, children will revisit learning from Year 1 on numbers to 20. 

They will focus on independently writing numerals as words and vice 

versa. Children will then revisit their earlier learning on numbers to 100. 

They will count objects to 100 by making tens. After, children will begin to 

recognise tens and ones and start to partition numbers within 100 using a 

place value chart and part whole models. Children will then learn how to 

write numbers to 100 in words and numerals. At the end of this unit, 

children will compare numbers in a more abstract way. The language of 

“greater than”, “less than” and “equal to” will be used alongside the 

inequality symbols < > =. Children will use their knowledge of comparing 

both objects and numbers to help them order objects and numbers. 

Children will also use their knowledge of counting in multiples of 10 to 

label number lines to 100. Finally, children will learn how to count both 

forwards and backwards in 2s, 5s and 10s. 

 

Addition and Subtraction- 

First, children will revisit and consolidate learning on number bonds to 10.  

with a specific focus on number bonds to 10. Children will then explore 

number bonds to and within 20. Children will learn how to use their 

knowledge of number bonds within 10 to identify related facts for both 

addition and subtraction calculations. Children will build on their previous 

learning of number bonds to 10 and related facts to find bonds to 100. 

Then, children will learn how to add and subtract 1’s and use their 

knowledge of number bonds to 10 to add numbers within 20. Children 



 

 

will learn how to add three 1-digit numbers using cg concrete resources 

such as counters with tens framers or a Rekenrek. Later, children will use 

the column method to add and subtract two 2-digit numbers. Finally, 

children will use their knowledge of place value and addition and 

subtraction to find missing numbers in calculations. 

 

Arithmetic: 
This half term, the children will be introduced to the rekenrek. They will use 

it regularly to develop their understanding of numbers within 20 and the 

relationships between them. The rekenreks will also develop the 

children’s fluency. The children will also revisit subitising (saying ‘how 

many’ without counting) using simple dot patterns and be introduced to 

‘making 5’ using the rekeknrek and a key stem sentence.   

 

History In history, we will be exploring the life of Florence Nightingale and how 

hospitals have changed because of her work. We will also be learning 

about Mary Seacole who was a Jamaican Nurse during the Crimean 

War. She built the British Hotel to care for the injured soldiers by providing 

fresh food and selling medication. We will then compare these significant 

individuals to Samuel Pepys and Christopher Wren and the impact they 

have had on today’s world. 

 

Science  This half term, we will be exploring the basic needs of humans for 

survival, including the importance of exercise, nutrition and good 

hygiene. We will learn how human offspring grow and change over 

time into adulthood. 

We will also be learning about habitats and what a habitat needs to 

provide.  
 

Art In art, children will explore the work of significant still life artists and still 

life techniques. They will explore a wide variety of still life’s and learn 

about the use of colour and composition. They will then create still life 

arrangements and artwork. 
 

Music In music, we will be learning to play the recorder. We will learn how to 

hold the recorder correctly and stand in the correct position, to breathe 

at the correct time when playing and play in time and in tune. We will 

also learn the names of the notes played and begin to understand how 

to read a stave and other relevant notations.  

 

Computing This half term, we will develop our understanding of what information 

technology (IT) is and will begin to identify examples. We will discuss 

where we have seen IT in school and beyond, in settings such as 

shops, hospitals, and libraries. We will then investigate how IT improves 

our world and learn about the importance of using IT responsibly.  
 

PSHE In PSHE, we will be exploring the question, ‘What is the same and 

different about us?’ We will be learning about ourselves and others; 

similarities and differences; individuality and our bodies. We will be 

discussing how our personal features or qualities are unique to us and 

how we are similar or different to others, and what we have in common. 

Children will then learn how to show respect to one another. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RE In RE, we will be discussing the importance of living by rules and self-

discipline. We will also be thinking about the differences between 

right and wrong and the choices we make. 

This half term, we will be exploring our school value ‘Determination’. 

We will reflect on what this is, who in our lives shows determination, 

and how we can demonstrate determination. 
 

PE Teambuilding- 

In this unit, children will develop their teamwork skills. They will develop 

key skills of communication and problem solving. Children will also learn 

to discuss, plan and reflect on ideas and strategies. They will then lead a 

partner whilst considering safety. Children will have the opportunity to 

show honesty and fair play and begin to use basic map skills. 

 

Fundamentals- 

In this unit, children will develop the fundamental skills of balancing, 

running, changing direction, jumping, hopping and skipping. They will be 

given opportunities to work with a range of different equipment. Children 

will also be asked to observe and recognise improvements for their own 

and others' skills and identify areas of strength. Children will then be given 

the opportunity to work collaboratively with others, taking turns and 

sharing ideas. 



 

 

Knowledge Organisers: 

Enquiry 



 

 

Knowledge Organisers: 

Science 



 

 

Knowledge Organisers: 

Maths 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Home Learning and Useful Links: 

 

This half term our school value will be ‘Determination’. Please discuss what this means with 

your child. 

 

Please talk to your children about the Knowledge Organisers and the key information and 

vocabulary. 

 

Please ensure that your child reads to an adult at home every day. We would like an adult to 

make a comment in the reading diary. Please return the reading books by Wednesday so 

they can be changed.   

 

• Research the Crimean War and who was involved.  

• Read information books and use the internet to research Mary Seacole to create a 

project on her (Who is she? What did she do? How did she demonstrate 

determination?) 

• Create a diorama of a street in present day to describe the impact Christopher Wren 

had after the Great Fire. 

 

 

Maths interactive games-  

 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button  

https://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/hundredSq/index.html \ 

https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth - Timetables Rockstars 

 

Phonics interactive games- 

 

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/  

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?q=phonics%20games%20year%201 

 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/please-log-in - Oxford Reading Tree  

 

https://www.spellingshed.com/en-gb/ - Spelling Shed  
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