
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Year 6 Curriculum Overview 

Term 1.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Teaching Team: 

Miss Fowler, Mrs Akhtar and Miss Ellis 

Teaching assistant: Miss West  

SLT: Mrs Z Thewlis 

 

PE Days: Monday 

 

Homework: Every Tuesday and Friday  

 

Please see below an overview of the main themes, 

knowledge and skills we will be covering this half term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Enquiry 
Question 

What is the impact of slavery and refugees 
on modern Britain? 

 
 

Significant 
People 

Razan al-Najjar  
 

Class Texts  Freedom by Catherine Johnson 
 
 
Themes: discrimination, slavery, friendship, 

justice. 
“You are property. We all are. And you, 
Nathaniel Barratt will be a slave until the day 
you die!” When Nat is sent to England with his 

master, he dares to dream that life will be 
different. But being a slave in London isn’t 
much better than being a slave in Jamaica, 
and Nat jumps at his first chance to run. 

Finally free, he hears the story of a nightmare 
slave ship, the Zong, and meets the people 
fighting to get justice for those on board… 
Will the world continue to turn a blind eye to 

the horrors of slavery? And can Nat really 
evade his master forever?  

Reading 
 

Reading domain: 2b retrieve and record 
information / identify key details from fiction 
and non-fiction. 

Test techniques: 
This half term, pupils will be developing their 
retrieval skills.  They will begin by 
understanding the difference between literal 



 

 

and inferential, identifying question stems 
appropriate to the domain and skimming 

and scanning various texts to locate 
information with efficiency.  

Writing 
 

To begin this half term, the children will be 
writing letters. They shall start with informal 

letters, using our class text to support their 
content, before moving on to formal and 
persuasive letters.  
When writing, the children shall consider the 

structure of their work, ensuring they are 
writing in the style of a letter and shall work to 
choose the correct and relevant language 
techniques to suit the audience.  

When producing formal writing, the children 
shall write without contracted forms and 
make language choices that are 
appropriate. They shall also use techniques 

such as rhetorical questions, emotive 
language and repetition when writing 
persuasively.    

Maths During this half term, the pupils will be 

focusing on place value and number, with 
numbers up to 10,000,000 recapping on their 
knowledge of number from Year 5. They will 
learn to read, write, order, and compare 

numbers up to 10,000,000 and determine the 
value of each digit and solve number and 
practical problems that involve the above. 

History This term, the children shall be completing the 

unit ‘Maafa.’ This project teaches the 
children about Africa past and present, with 
a particular focus on Benin. It traces the 
development of the slave trade and explores 

Britain’s role in the transatlantic slave trade, 
the causes, and consequences of the 



 

 

European colonisation of Africa and the 
worldwide communities that make up the 

African diaspora.  

Geography  This term, the children shall complete the unit 
‘Our Changing World.’ This essential skills and 
knowledge project revises the features of 

Earth, times zones and lines of latitude and 
longitude to pinpoint places on a map. 
Children find out more about map scales, 
grid references, contour lines and map 

symbols. They will also learn about climate 
change and the importance of global trade.  

Science  This half term, the children will begin their 
science learning with the unit ‘Evolution and 

Inheritance.’ This project teaches children 
how living things on Earth have changed 
over time and how fossils provide evidence 
for this. They will also learn how characteristics 

are passed from parents to their offspring and 
how variation in offspring can affect their 
survival with changes possibly leading to the 
evolution of a species.  

Moving into the second half of the half term, 
the children shall start the unit ‘Circulatory 
System.’ This project teaches the children 
about the transport role of the human 

circulatory system, its main parts, and primary 
functions. They will learn about healthy 
lifestyles choices and the effects of harmful 
substances on the body.  

Mandarin Children will be learning about these topics, 
this half term: 
• Countries 

• Places 

• Feelings 



 

 

Art In art, the children will complete the unit 
‘Trailblazers, Barrier Breakers.’ This project 

teaches the children about significant black 
artists and their work and provides them with 
opportunities to analyse and create artwork 
inspired by them.  

Music The 6-week unit of work will build on previous 
learning. Pupils will begin to understand and 
explore how music is created, produced, and 
communicated, including through the inter-

related dimensions: pitch, duration, 
dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure 
and appropriate musical notations. The 
learning will be focused around one song: 

Happy by Pharrell Williams - a Pop song with 
a Soul influence about being happy. What 
makes you happy? 
Children will continue to find the pulse or 

‘heartbeat’ of songs.  They will also begin to 
use instruments through the iPads to begin 
composing their own pieces of music, with an 
ambition to perform and share their work.  

Computing This term, the children shall complete the unit 

‘Communication and Collaboration.’ In this 

unit learners explore how data is transferred 

over the internet. Learners initially focus on 

addressing, before they move on to the 

makeup and structure of data packets. 

Learners then look at how the internet 

facilitates online communication and 

collaboration; they complete shared projects 

online and evaluate different methods of 

communication. Finally, they learn how to 

communicate responsibly by considering 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Knowledge Organisers: 

 

 

what should and should not be shared on the 

internet.  

PSHE Pupils will be exploring how we can keep 

healthy as we grow. Pupils will consider what 
mental health is, how to express feelings, how 
they can be managed in changing, 
challenging and difficult times.   

RE Year 6 pupils will be exploring the disposition 
of living by rules, what it means and why it 
may be important.  They will consider the 
rules of some religions – Islam, Christianity and 

Judaism and think about the aims of them as 
well as comparing them to rules within 
society.  

PE Pupils will be taught the skills required for 

basketball and badminton.  They will 
incorporate and develop their social and 
emotional skills through working as a team. 
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Home Learning 

You could visit the International Slavery Museum in 

Liverpool  

 

Reading:   

Oxford Owl for School and Home  
Reading and comprehension - English - Learning with BBC Bitesize - BBC Bitesize  
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/suggested-reading-list-
for-year-6-pupils-ks2-age-10-11/  

 
Writing:  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zv48q6f/year/zncsscw 
Spelling and Grammar, English Games for 7-11 Years - Topmarks  

  

Maths:   

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z826n39/year/zncsscw  
 

Science:   
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvrrd2p/articles/zkq7wnb 
 

Computing:   

Is my child safe online? Parent’s questions answered | Barnardo's (barnardos.org.uk)  
Parents and Carers - UK Safer Internet Centre  

Parental Controls & Privacy Settings Guides | Internet Matters  

 

PSHE:   

Talk PANTS & Join Pantosaurus - The Underwear Rule | NSPCC  
How to make an emergency 999 call – West Midlands Ambulance Service University NHS 

Foundation Trust (wmas.nhs.uk)  

  

PE:   

Nutrition Based Physical Activity Games - Action for Healthy Kids  

Kids Active Learning & PE at Home – Think Active  

 

 

Useful Links: 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zs44jxs/articles/zgq8r2p
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/suggested-reading-list-for-year-6-pupils-ks2-age-10-11/ 
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/suggested-reading-list-for-year-6-pupils-ks2-age-10-11/ 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zv48q6f/year/zncsscw
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z826n39/year/zncsscw 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvrrd2p/articles/zkq7wnb
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/blog/online-safety-parents-questions?gclid=CjwKCAjwwL6aBhBlEiwADycBIPLqOOnhoqkdF8GqsMiLC_EPkCqYMS4pRXlLEWKUuaYmR98-lqM_yxoCP9oQAvD_BwE
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/pants-underwear-rule/?gclsrc=aw.ds&&gclid=CjwKCAjwwL6aBhBlEiwADycBIERv7aqeeFJ0l9nMhxKcPSb7v_ZQH-YgpPIs2Rag7J7RCMNcN0dZWxoCnVoQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://wmas.nhs.uk/advice-resources/campaigns/how-to-make-an-emergency-999-call/
https://wmas.nhs.uk/advice-resources/campaigns/how-to-make-an-emergency-999-call/
https://www.actionforhealthykids.org/activity/nutrition-based-physical-activity-games/
https://www.thinkactive.org/gettingactive/kids-active-learning/


 

 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/atlantic-slave-trade  

https://www.unhcr.org/uk/teaching-about-refugees.html  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/atlantic-slave-trade
https://www.unhcr.org/uk/teaching-about-refugees.html

