
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Year 6 Curriculum Overview 

Term 1.2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Teaching Team: 

Miss Fowler, Miss Shakespeare and Mr Chapman 

Teaching assistant: Miss West  

SLT: Mr J Aldred  

 

PE Days: Tuesday 

 

Homework: Every Tuesday and Friday  

 

Please see below an overview of the main themes, 

knowledge and skills we will be covering this half term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Enquiry 

Question 

How do circumstances in Brazil affect humans 

and the environment? 

 

Significant 

People 

Al Jahiz 

Mohammed Rezwen 

Class Texts The Explorer 

 

Reading 

 

Reading domain:  

2a – give/explain the meaning of words in 

context.    

2b – retrieve and record information/identify 

key details from fiction and non-fiction.   

2d – make inferences from the text/explain 

and justify inferences with evidence from the 

text.  

2e – predict what might happen from details 

stated and implied.  

Test techniques: 

This half term, pupils will cover the following 

test techniques:  

- True or false  

- Matching  

- Find and copy  

- Multiple choice  

- Short constructed responses   

Writing 

 

This half term, the children will begin by 

completing their non-chronological reports. 

Whilst writing these, the children shall learn to 

include the following features:  

- Technical Vocabulary  

- Formal Language  



- Facts & Statistics  

- Parenthesis  

- Co-ordinating & Subordinating 

Conjunctions.  

 

The next unit they will cover will be writing 

narratives. During this, children will learn how 

to include the following features in their 

writing: 

- Figurative language  

- Similes  

- Personification  

- Metaphors  

- Pathetic fallacy  

- Coordinating and subordinating 

conjunctions  

- 5 senses 

- Descriptive language 

- Shades of meaning 

- Colons 

- Semi-colons 

- ‘Show not tell’ 

 

Following this unit, the children will then begin 

writing persuasive speeches. They will learn 

how to include the following persuasive 

devices:  

- Rhetorical Questions  

- Repetition  

- Rule of Three  

- Passive Verbs  

- Modal Verbs  

- Emotive Language  

Maths This half term, the children will move on to 

learning about fractions – simplifying, 



comparing, and ordering, adding and 

subtracting with the same denominators and 

different denominators. Once secure with 

adding and subtracting mixed numbers and 

proper fractions they will move on to 

multiplying fractions by whole numbers, pairs 

of fractions and division of fractions by whole 

numbers. They shall then consider the 

relationships between fractions, decimals and 

percentages and how to convert from one to 

the other. Finally, they will look at recognising, 

reading and writing all metric measures for 

length, mass and capacity and the 

relationship between metric and imperial 

units. 

Geography  During this half term, Year 6 will be studying 

South America, with a focus on Brazil, the 

Amazon Basin, River and Rainforest. They will 

be locating and identifying countries and 

different human and physical features within 

the continent, contrasting and comparing 

between those in Brazil and the U.K. They will 

learn about the causes of river erosion and 

the key features of a rainforest biome, 

including its climate and species. Finally, they 

will focus on the impact that deforestation 

has on humans and the environment, 

considering ways this could be stopped.   

Science  In Science, the children will resume their 

learning of the circulatory system. During 

these lessons, the children shall explore the 

types of blood vessels, heart rate during 

exercise and proving a hypothesis.  

They will then continue their learning about 

evolution focusing on the theory of evolution 



by Charles Darwin and Alfred Wallace. 

Building on this, the children will explore 

inheritance: looking at natural selection and 

survival of the fittest, whilst investigating such 

theories in regard to the adaptations of both 

animals and plants. 

Mandarin Children will be learning about these topics, 

this half term: 

• Countries 

• Places 

• Feelings 

D&T This half term, year 6 will be designing and 

making a bag. This process will begin with an 

exploration of existing products, investigating 

how they are made. They will then practise 

the skills needed to make their product 

focussing on stitching techniques to join 

materials and for decorative purposes. Next, 

they will design and communicate ideas 

through Computer Aided Design, choose 

their materials and consider the dimensions of 

their design. They will begin the making 

process, creating a product that is strong and 

fit for purpose, refining their work and 

techniques as they progress. When their 

product is finished they will test and critically 

evaluate the quality of the design, 

manufacture, functionality and fitness for 

purpose.  

Music In music, pupils will begin to understand and 

explore how music is created, produced, and 

communicated, including through the inter-

related dimensions: pitch, duration, 

dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure 



and appropriate musical notations. The 

learning will be focused on the song: 

‘Happy’ by Pharrell Williams - a Pop song with 

a soul influence about being happy. What 

makes you happy? 

Children will continue to find the pulse or 

‘heartbeat’ of songs.  They will also build 

upon their learning of playing glockenspiels 

to begin composing their own pieces of 

music, with an ambition to perform and share 

their work alongside learning to perform a 

rendition of Wade in the Water for our 

exhibition. 

Computing This half term, the children will be introduced 

to creating websites for a chosen purpose. 

They will identify what makes a good web 

page and use this information to design and 

evaluate their own website using Google 

Sites. Throughout the process, the children will 

pay specific attention to copyright and fair 

use of media, the aesthetics of the site, and 

navigation paths.  

PSHE Pupils will be exploring how we can keep 

healthy as we grow. Following on from our 

learning in the first half term, mental 

wellbeing, the children will consider what 

constitutes a healthy lifestyle with a focus on 

five key areas (sleep, screen time, sun, 

physical activity and healthy food). They will 

look at the negative impacts an unhealthy 

lifestyle can have on the body and learn 

about strategies to help change or break an  

unhealthy habit or take up a new healthy 

one. They will then look at the role of 



 

Knowledge Organisers: 

Reading 

hormones in our bodies and how these can 

affect us as we grow and our bodies change.   

RE Year 6 pupils will be taught about inclusion, 

identity and belonging. They will discuss how 

other religions share the same beliefs and 

values. It will also provide opportunities for 

children to identify their differences from 

others.  

PE Pupils will be taught the skills required for 

either basketball or football, focussing on 

attacking and defending. They will develop 

the importance of fair play and honesty, 

learning and abiding by the game's rules. 

Year 6 will also continue their yoga lessons in 

which they are learning mindfulness and 

body awareness. This unit aims to improve 

their strength, flexibility and balance. 



 

 

Writing 
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Science 

 

 

 

Circulatory System

Circulatory system 

Blood vessels

Heart

The circulatory system is the 
system that moves blood around 
the body. It has three parts: 

• the heart

• blood vessels

• blood

There are three types of 
blood vessels. 

Arteries carry oxygenated 
blood from the heart to 
the body. 

Capillaries connect 
arteries to the veins. 
They deliver oxygen and 
other nutrients to the 
body’s tissues and carry 
deoxygenated blood 
and waste products to          
the veins. 

Veins move blood back 
to the heart, where it is 
pumped to the lungs and 
oxygenated. 

The heart is a muscular organ that acts as a pump. It pumps blood 
around the body through the blood vessels. Deoxygenated blood 
enters the right atrium through the vena cava. It passes through a valve 
and into the right ventricle. From there, it is pumped through a valve 
into the pulmonary artery. The pulmonary artery carries the blood to 
the lungs, where it absorbs oxygen. The pulmonary veins carry the 
oxygenated blood back from the lungs to the left atrium. It passes 
through a valve to the left ventricle and is pumped out through a valve 
into the aorta. Then the blood travels to the rest of the body.  

Structure of arteries

Arteries have thick walls 
and narrow tubes, called 
lumen, because the blood 
is under high pressure 
as it is pumped from the 
heart. The arteries are 
also tough and flexible to 
withstand this pressure.

Structure of capillaries

Capillaries are tiny and 
have very thin walls and 
narrow lumen so oxygen, 
other nutrients and waste 
products can move easily 
between the blood and 
the body’s tissues.  

Structure of veins

Veins have thin, elastic 
walls and wide lumen. The 
walls do not need to be 
thick because the blood is 
not under high pressure. 
Veins contain valves that 
prevent the blood from 
flowing backwards.  

Blood

The main function of blood is to transport the things the body needs, 
such as oxygen, other nutrients, hormones, antibodies and heat, 
around the body. It also transports carbon dioxide and other waste 
products for excretion. Blood has four components: plasma, red blood 
cells, white blood cells and platelets. 

Plasma

Plasma is the yellowish liquid part 
of blood. It makes up about 55% 
of blood. It carries red blood cells, 
white blood cells and platelets 
around the body. It also helps to 
distribute heat.

Red blood cells

Red blood cells make up about 
45% of blood. Their main function 
is to carry oxygen from the lungs 
to other parts of the body and 
carry waste carbon dioxide from 
the body’s tissues to the lungs so it 
can be excreted. 

White blood cells

White blood cells only make up 
about 1% of blood. The main 
function of white blood cells is to 
fight infection and other diseases. 
They are part of the body’s 
immune system. 

Platelets

Platelets are small cell 
fragments that make up less 
than 1% of blood. Their main 
function is to clump together, or 
clot, to stop bleeding. 
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Home Learning 

 

Reading:   

Oxford Owl for School and Home  

Reading and comprehension - English - Learning with BBC Bitesize - BBC Bitesize  

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/suggested-reading-list-

for-year-6-pupils-ks2-age-10-11/  

 

Writing:  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zv48q6f/year/zncsscw 

Spelling and Grammar, English Games for 7-11 Years - Topmarks  

  

Maths:   

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z826n39/year/zncsscw  
 

Science:   
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvrrd2p/articles/zkq7wnb 
 

Computing:   

Is my child safe online? Parent’s questions answered | Barnardo's (barnardos.org.uk)  

Parents and Carers - UK Safer Internet Centre  

Parental Controls & Privacy Settings Guides | Internet Matters  

 

PSHE:   

Talk PANTS & Join Pantosaurus - The Underwear Rule | NSPCC  

How to make an emergency 999 call – West Midlands Ambulance Service University NHS 

Foundation Trust (wmas.nhs.uk)  

  

PE:   

Nutrition Based Physical Activity Games - Action for Healthy Kids  

Kids Active Learning & PE at Home – Think Active  

 

 

Useful Links: 

Rainforest Habitat facts and photos 

 

 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zs44jxs/articles/zgq8r2p
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/suggested-reading-list-for-year-6-pupils-ks2-age-10-11/ 
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/suggested-reading-list-for-year-6-pupils-ks2-age-10-11/ 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zv48q6f/year/zncsscw
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z826n39/year/zncsscw 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvrrd2p/articles/zkq7wnb
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/blog/online-safety-parents-questions?gclid=CjwKCAjwwL6aBhBlEiwADycBIPLqOOnhoqkdF8GqsMiLC_EPkCqYMS4pRXlLEWKUuaYmR98-lqM_yxoCP9oQAvD_BwE
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/pants-underwear-rule/?gclsrc=aw.ds&&gclid=CjwKCAjwwL6aBhBlEiwADycBIERv7aqeeFJ0l9nMhxKcPSb7v_ZQH-YgpPIs2Rag7J7RCMNcN0dZWxoCnVoQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://wmas.nhs.uk/advice-resources/campaigns/how-to-make-an-emergency-999-call/
https://wmas.nhs.uk/advice-resources/campaigns/how-to-make-an-emergency-999-call/
https://www.actionforhealthykids.org/activity/nutrition-based-physical-activity-games/
https://www.thinkactive.org/gettingactive/kids-active-learning/
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/nature/habitats/article/rain-forest


 

 


