
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Year 3 Curriculum Overview 

Term 2.1 

 

Teaching Team: 

Class Teachers: Miss Coughlan, Miss Payne and Miss 

Braham  

Teaching Assistant: Mrs Aftab  

SLT: Mrs Sperrin 

 

PE:  PE lessons are on Wednesday.  

On these days, children must be wearing their P.E kits. This 

includes a white t-shirt, black bottoms and trainers. No 

jewellery is to be worn on PE days; parents must remove 

this before bringing their child to school on these days.  

 

Homework: Atom Learning, set on a Friday.  

 

 

Please see below an overview of the main themes, 

knowledge, and skills we will be covering this half term. 



 

 

 

Enquiry 

Question 
How does the River Nile affect Egypt? 

Significant 

people 

Mary Anning (1799–1847) was an English fossil collector, 

dealer, and self-taught palaeontologist who made 

significant contributions to the understanding of 

prehistoric life during the early 19th century. Mary Anning 

is best known for her discoveries of marine reptile fossils, 

including the first complete Ichthyosaur skeleton in 1811 

and the first British Plesiosaur in 1823. Despite facing 

challenges as a woman in a male-dominated scientific 

community, her work laid the foundation for 

advancements in palaeontology and contributed to our 

understanding of extinct species and the history of life on 

Earth. 

Class Texts 

The Firework Makers Daughter  

by Phillip Pullman 

 

 

Reading 

We will be covering the following reading domains:   
 

2a – give/ explain the meaning of words in context.  

 

2b – Retrieve and record information / identify key details 

from fiction and non-fiction.   

 

2d – Make inferences from the text / explain and justify 

inferences with evidence from the text.  

 

2e – Predict what might happen from details stated and 

implied. 

 

The children will develop these skills using the class text, 

the Firework Makers Daughter. This will be completed 

through a variety of different style questions.  



 

 

Writing 

In writing, we will be looking at poetry, character 

description, setting description and narrative, using our 

class text ‘The Firework Makers Daughter.’  

The children will use a range of organisational skills and 

language features including, writing in paragraphs, 

alliteration, onomatopoeia, five senses and fronted 

adverbials. 

Maths 

In Maths we will continue learning about multiplication 

and division, focusing on using written methods to 

calculate answers. 

 

We will also be looking at length and perimeter. We will 

be looking at measuring lengths in metres (m), 

centimetres (cm) and millimetres (mm). We will measure, 

compare, add and subtract lengths. As well using our 

knowledge to find out the perimeter of simple shapes.  

Science 

In Science, we will be looking at the topics forces and 

magnets, and plants. The children will learn what a force 

is, frictional forces and force meters. In the topic of plants, 

the children will learn and identify the functions of each 

part of a plant, including, stem, root and leaves.  

Geography 

In geography, we will be looking at the topic rivers and 

climate. The children will learn how to understand and 

explain different climates and recognise how a country's 

location will affect its climate. They will learn how to 

identify and locate significant rivers, both locally and 

globally. Also, the children will recognise the parts of a 

river and how land use changes along its course. 

Additionally, the children will compare localities within 

the same country and explore how land use has evolved 

over time. 

Art 

The children will be completing a project called 

‘Ammonite’. This project teaches and supports the 

children in developing their artistic techniques used in 

sketching, printmaking and sculpting. 

Music 

This half term, children will be exploring the song ‘Three 

Little Birds by Bob Marley’ and the Reggae music genre. 

 

The children will identify the musical instruments, styling, 

artists, and songs within the Reggae genre. They will look 



 

 

at finding the pulse of a song and learning the lyrics in 

order to perform the song. The children will also be given 

the opportunity to further develop their recorder skills by 

playing along to the song. 

 

They will be introduced to you and using musical 

vocabulary such as pulse, rhythm, pitch, tempo, and 

dynamics. 

Computing 

The children’s computing lessons will look at the 

concept of sequencing in programming through 

Scratch. It begins with an introduction to the 

programming environment, which will be new to most 

learners. They will be introduced to a selection of 

motion, sound, and event blocks which they will use to 

create their own programs, featuring sequences. The 

final project is to make a representation of a piano. 

PSHE 

In PSHE, children will be focus on the key question ‘What 

are families like?’ They will learn about different family 

structures, similarities and differences in families from a 

variety of cultures and religions and how people within 

families care for each other. 

RE 

In RE, our focus is ‘Being fair and just’ and ‘Being 

accountable and living with integrity.’ This will be 

explored by looking at the religious practices of a variety 

of religions. 

PE 

The children will cover dance and dodgeball throughout 

this half term. 

 

In dance, pupils will create dances in relation to an idea. 

They will work individually, with a partner and in small 

groups, sharing their ideas. They will also develop their use 

of counting and rhythm. The children will learn to use 

canon, unison, formation and levels in their dances; and 

will be given the opportunity to perform to others and 

provide feedback using key terminology. 

 

In dodgeball, pupils will improve on key skills used in 

dodgeball such as throwing, dodging and catching. 

They will learn how to apply simple tactics to outwit their 

opponents. Children will be given opportunities to play 



 

 

games independently and will be taught the importance 

of being honest whilst playing to the rules. 



 

 

 



 

 

Knowledge Organiser: Class Text 

 



 

 

Knowledge Organiser: Maths – Multiplication and Division 

 



 

 

Knowledge Organiser: Maths – Multiplication and Division 



 

 

Knowledge Organiser: Maths – Length and Perimeter 



 

 

Knowledge Organiser: Science – Forces and Magnets 

 
 



 

 

Knowledge Organiser: Science – Plants 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Knowledge Organiser: Geography 

 
 

 
 



 

 

Knowledge Organiser: Art

 



 

 

Home Learning and Useful Links: 

 
This half term our school value will be ‘Curiosity’. Please discuss what this means with your 

child.   

 

Please talk to your children about the information contained within the Curriculum 

Overview and the Knowledge Organisers, as they contain information that is crucial to 

aiding their understanding of topics that we will be covering in class.  

 

Please ensure that your child reads to an adult at home every day. We would like an 

adult to make a comment in the reading diary. Please return the reading books by 

Wednesday so they can be changed.  

 

We highly recommend that children practice their times tables daily in order to increase 

fluency. 

 

Useful Links: 
 

Reading:  
Oxford Owl for School and Home 

 

Reading and comprehension - English - Learning 

with BBC Bitesize - BBC Bitesize 

 

Books for Year 3 children aged 7-8 | School 

Reading List 

 

Writing:  
Year 3 English - BBC Bitesize 

 

Writing in Year 3 (age 7–8) - Oxford Owl for Home 

 

Spelling and Grammar, English Games for 7-11 

Years - Topmarks 

 

Maths:  
Year 3 Maths Curriculum Toolkit | 7 & 8 Year Olds 

| Home Learning (thirdspacelearning.com) 

 

YEAR 3 MATHS - Topmarks Search 

IXL - Year 3 maths practice 

 

Times Table Rockstars 

 

Multiplication Check Practice 

 

 Science:  
Moving on different surfaces - BBC Bitesize 

 

What do plants need? - BBC Bitesize 

 

The structure of plants - BBC Bitesize 

 

Geography: 
What are latitude and longitude? - BBC Bitesize 

 

What are volcanoes? - BBC Bitesize 

 

What are earthquakes? - BBC Bitesize 

 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zs44jxs/articles/zgq8r2p
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zs44jxs/articles/zgq8r2p
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/reading-list-for-year-3-pupils-ks2-age-7-8/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/reading-list-for-year-3-pupils-ks2-age-7-8/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zv48q6f/year/zmyxxyc
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/english/primary-writing/writing-year-3-age-7-8/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar
https://thirdspacelearning.com/blog/year-3-maths/
https://thirdspacelearning.com/blog/year-3-maths/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?q=YEAR%203%20MATHS
https://uk.ixl.com/maths/year-3
https://ttrockstars.com/
https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/znmmn39/articles/zqxnhcw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zy66fg8/articles/zk43f82
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zy66fg8/articles/z2d4g7h
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvsfr82/articles/zxdpn9q
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f/articles/zfhf3j6
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f/articles/z7gkwnb

