
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Year 6 Curriculum Overview 

Term 2.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Teaching Team: 

Miss Fowler, Mr Chapman and Miss Shakespeare   

SLT: Miss A Hazeldine, Mr J Aldred 

 

PE (Physical Education) Days: Tuesday 

 

Homework: Every Friday  

 

Please see below an overview of the main themes, 

knowledge and skills we will be covering this half term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Enquiry 

Question: 

Geography 

How are the Commonwealth countries 

protecting the environment? 

 

Significant 

People 

Alessandro Volta 

 
 

Class Texts Letters from the Lighthouse – Emma Carroll 

Themes:  struggle of refugees, prejudice, 

tolerance and bereavement. 

 

 
 

Reading 

 

Reading domain:  

2c: summarise main ideas from more than 

one paragraph.  

2d: make inferences from the text / explain 

and justify inferences with evidence from the 

text. 

Test techniques: 

- Analysing texts and drawing out key 

information to support their own 

research, summarising the main ideas.  

- Short, constructed response – extracting 

information from the text 

(literal/inference)  

- Extended constructed response – open 

ended response (literal/inference) 



 

 

 

Writing 

 During this half term, children will continue to 

develop their narrative writing skills, focusing 

on techniques such as pathetic fallacy and 

the use of adverbs of manner, crafting an 

engaging narrative inspired by The Ghost of 

Christmas Present from A Christmas Carol.  

In addition, students will explore the features 

of instructional writing, linking this to science 

by writing clear, methodical instructions for 

an investigation. They will practice using the 

imperative, as well as incorporating 

parenthesis through brackets. 

Poetry will also be a key focus, with children 

studying its features and creating their own 

poems inspired by the class text Letters from 

the Lighthouse. They will experiment with 

rhythm and rhyme, honing their ability to write 

with a sense of musicality. Using the same text 

as a stimulus, students will learn how to craft 

short stories, focusing on effective use of short 

sentences, ellipses, and participle adjectives 

and phrases. 

Finally, students will explore the structure and 

features of a balanced argument. They will 

apply these skills to write their own balanced 

argument on the topic of plastic use, making 

use of emotive language/phrases, evaluative 

and conjunctive adverbs to strengthen their 

position. 

Maths This half term, children will continue to 

develop and consolidate their knowledge 



 

 

and skills with fractions, decimals, and 

percentages. They will be introduced to ratio 

and algebra. Pupils will become fluent and 

develop reasoning and problem-solving 

strategies.  

Geography In the Spring term, students will embark on an 

engaging exploration of The Commonwealth. 

They will begin by studying the geographical 

significance of the Commonwealth nations, 

locating them on a map, and understanding 

the concepts of longitude and latitude. 

Through interactive map skills, pupils will learn 

how to identify time zones and practice 

reading them effectively. 

 

Students will also dive into global 

environmental issues, with a focus on climate 

change. They will examine the causes and 

impacts of climate change, while also 

exploring ongoing conservation efforts and 

the steps being taken to mitigate its effects. 

This will provide a comprehensive 

understanding of the interconnectedness of 

global environmental challenges. 

 

The unit will culminate with a detailed study 

of water conservation within the 

Commonwealth. Pupils will learn how water 

use varies across countries, influenced by 

factors such as latitude, climate, and the 

demands of agriculture and industry. They will 

investigate the challenges faced by nations 

with limited water supplies and explore 

practical strategies for water conservation 

and management. 



 

 

 

By the end of the unit, students will have 

developed a deeper understanding of global 

environmental issues and the role of the 

Commonwealth in addressing these 

challenges. They will be equipped with 

knowledge of how geography, climate, and 

resources are interlinked and how sustainable 

practices can help protect the planet for 

future generations. 

Science  During this half term, children will explore the 

classification of living things, learning to group 

micro-organisms, plants, and animals based 

on observable characteristics such as body 

structure, habitat, and behaviour. They will 

classify unfamiliar plants and animals from 

various habitats, justifying their decisions and 

developing an understanding of why 

classification systems are important. The 

curriculum will also introduce electrical 

circuits, where students will learn about key 

components like conductors, insulators, cells, 

resistors, switches, and sensors, and how 

these parts work together in series and 

parallel circuits. They will explore the 

concepts of current and voltage and 

practice drawing circuit diagrams. In 

addition, students will focus on safety when 

working with electricity and will be 

introduced to programming micro:bits, using 

sensors and basic coding to create 

interactive circuits. Through hands-on 

activities and problem-solving tasks, children 

will deepen their understanding of both 



 

 

biological classification and electrical 

systems. 

Mandarin Children will be learning about these topics, 

this half term:  

• More pets and animals 

• Food and drink 

• Chinese New Year traditions and 

celebrations.  

 

Art This half term, children will explore a variety of 

mark-making techniques using both dry and 

wet media. They will study surrealism and 

abstract art, identifying techniques in 

selected artworks. Inspired by Paul Nash, they 

will create their own surrealistic paintings, 

incorporating war objects and experimenting 

with sketching and painting in a surrealist 

style. 

Music The 6-week unit of work will build on previous 

learning. Pupils will begin to understand and 

explore how music is created, produced, and 

communicated, including through the inter-

related dimensions: pitch, duration, 

dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure 

and appropriate musical notations. All the 

learning is focused upon Bacharach Anorak 

and children will learn to play the tune and 

middle 8. They will also improvise using the 

same notes, compose, rehearse and perform 

their own tunes.  

PSHE How can the media influence people? 

This half term, children will be studying how the 

media, including online experiences, can 

affect people’s wellbeing – their thoughts, 

feelings, and actions. Understand how they 



 

 

can keep themselves safe and evaluate how 

reliable different types of online content and 

media are, e.g. videos, blogs, news, reviews, 

adverts. 

Computing This unit will introduce learners to the concept 

of variables in programming using Scratch. 

They will explore how variables can represent 

values that can be set and changed, 

drawing connections to real-world examples. 

Learners will then apply this understanding by 

creating a scoreboard simulation and 

experimenting with variables in existing 

projects. Through a hands-on, creative 

process, they will modify and design their own 

projects, focusing on both technical skills and 

design principles. By the end of the unit, 

learners will have the opportunity to improve 

their Scratch games, applying their 

knowledge of variables and design to create 

more dynamic and interactive projects. 

RE 

(Religious 

Education) 

Remembering roots – pupils will consider how 

they remember special people, places and 

events and think about why is the past 

important.  

PE Gymnastics:  In this unit, pupils use their 

knowledge of compositional principles e.g. 

how to use variations in level, direction, and 

pathway, how to combine and link actions, 

how to relate to a partner and apparatus, 

when developing sequences. They build trust 

when working collaboratively in larger 

groups, using formations to improve the 

aesthetics of their performances. Pupils are 

given opportunities to receive and provide 

feedback to make improvements on 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

performances. In Gymnastics as a whole, 

pupils develop performance skills considering 

the quality and control of their actions. 

 

Fitness:  Pupils will take part in a range of 

fitness challenges to test, monitor and record 

their data. They will learn different 

components of fitness including speed, 

stamina, strength, coordination, balance, 

and agility. Pupils will be given opportunities 

to work at their maximum and improve their 

fitness levels. They will need to persevere 

when they get tired or when they find a 

challenge hard and are encouraged to 

support others to do the same. Pupils are 

asked to recognise areas in which they make 

the most improvement using the data they 

have collected. 



 

 

Knowledge Organiser: 

Reading 

 

 

Writing 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

  

 

Science  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Geography 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Home Learning 

 

Children to use the knowledge organisers provided to 

help them further their learning regarding the enquiry 

question.  

Home Learning 

 

Reading:   
Oxford Owl for School and Home  

Reading and comprehension - English - Learning with BBC Bitesize - BBC Bitesize  

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/suggested-reading-list-

for-year-6-pupils-ks2-age-10-11/  

 

Writing:  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zv48q6f/year/zncsscw 

Spelling and Grammar, English Games for 7-11 Years - Topmarks  

  

Maths:   
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z826n39/year/zncsscw  
 

Science:   
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvrrd2p/articles/zkq7wnb 
 

Computing:   
Is my child safe online? Parent’s questions answered | Barnardo's (barnardos.org.uk)  

Parents and Carers - UK Safer Internet Centre  

Parental Controls & Privacy Settings Guides | Internet Matters  
 

PSHE:   
Talk PANTS & Join Pantosaurus - The Underwear Rule | NSPCC  

How to make an emergency 999 call – West Midlands Ambulance Service University NHS 

Foundation Trust (wmas.nhs.uk)  

  

PE:   
Nutrition Based Physical Activity Games - Action for Healthy Kids  

Kids Active Learning & PE at Home – Think Active  
 

 

 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zs44jxs/articles/zgq8r2p
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/suggested-reading-list-for-year-6-pupils-ks2-age-10-11/%E2%80%AF
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/suggested-reading-list-for-year-6-pupils-ks2-age-10-11/%E2%80%AF
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zv48q6f/year/zncsscw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zv48q6f/year/zncsscw
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z826n39/year/zncsscw%E2%80%AF
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvrrd2p/articles/zkq7wnb
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/blog/online-safety-parents-questions?gclid=CjwKCAjwwL6aBhBlEiwADycBIPLqOOnhoqkdF8GqsMiLC_EPkCqYMS4pRXlLEWKUuaYmR98-lqM_yxoCP9oQAvD_BwE
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/pants-underwear-rule/?gclsrc=aw.ds&&gclid=CjwKCAjwwL6aBhBlEiwADycBIERv7aqeeFJ0l9nMhxKcPSb7v_ZQH-YgpPIs2Rag7J7RCMNcN0dZWxoCnVoQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://wmas.nhs.uk/advice-resources/campaigns/how-to-make-an-emergency-999-call/
https://wmas.nhs.uk/advice-resources/campaigns/how-to-make-an-emergency-999-call/
https://www.actionforhealthykids.org/activity/nutrition-based-physical-activity-games/
https://www.thinkactive.org/gettingactive/kids-active-learning/


 

 

 

 

 

 


