
   

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 

Curriculum Overview 

Term 3.1 

 

Teaching Team: 

Class Teachers: Miss Coughlan, Miss Payne and Miss 
Braham 

Teaching Assistant: Mrs Aftab 

SLT: Mrs Sperrin 

 

PE:  PE lessons are on Wednesday.  

On these days, children must be wearing their P.E kits. This 
includes a white t-shirt, black bottoms, and trainers. No 
jewellery is to be worn on PE days; parents must remove 

this before bringing their child to school on these days.  

 

Homework: Reading books are sent home on Friday to be 

returned by Wednesday. Homework is set online on a 

Friday to be completed by Wednesday. 

 

Please see below an overview of the main themes, 

knowledge, and skills we will be covering this half term. 

 

 

 



   

 

   

 

Enquiry 

Question 

How did life change during Ancient Greek 

times? 

What is it like to live in Greece? 

Significant 

people 

Value (Resilience) 

Malala Yousafzai is a brave and inspiring young woman 
who fought for girls' right to education. She was born in 
Pakistan and loved going to school, but the Taliban, a 
group that did not want girls to be educated, tried to stop 

her. Despite the danger, Malala spoke out and 
continued going to school. Sadly, when she was just 
fifteen, the Taliban shot her while on her way home from 
school. But Malala did not give up. She survived and 
became even stronger in her mission to fight for 

education for all children, especially girls. She won the 
Nobel Peace Prize for her courage and now travels the 
world, spreading her message of hope and education. 
Malala shows us that no matter how young you are, you 
can make a big difference in the world. 

 

Science 

Sir Isaac Newton is most famous for his scientific  
discoveries around gravity and the three laws of motion, 
but he also explored light and colour. 
 

History 

Alexander the Great (356 – 323BC) was a brave and 
powerful leader who became king at just 20 years old! He 
conquered many lands and spread Greek culture far 
and wide. 

Class Texts 

Beasts of Olympus – Lucy Coats 

 

Reading 
We will be covering the following reading domains: 

2a – Give / explain the meaning of words in context.  



   

 

   

 

This will see the children using the text and their prior 
knowledge to find and copy unfamiliar words to 
demonstrate their understanding of how to decipher the 

meaning of the words.  

 

2b – Retrieve and record information / identify key details 

from fiction and non-fiction.  
This will involve the children retrieving knowledge from 

fiction texts to answer questions. They will focus on the test 
techniques they have already learnt, such as the 5Ws, 
true or false questions, matching and multiple choice. 

 

2d – Make inferences from the text/ explain and justify 

inferences with evidence with evidence from the text.  

The children will decide how a character might be feeling 

or what they might be thinking based on their actions 

within the text. They will focus on the test technique 

multiple choice and short constructed response.  

Writing 

In writing, we will be looking at writing adventure 

narratives, biographies, and setting descriptions. We will 

use our class text ‘Beasts of Olympus’ as the basis for our 
writing.  

The children will use a range of organisational skills and 
language features including, writing in paragraphs, 
fronted adverbials, descriptive language, emotive 

language, and direct speech.  

Maths 

In maths this term we will be continuing learning about 

fractions. The children will develop their understanding by 

adding and subtracting fractions, partitioning the whole, 

calculating unit fractions and non-unit fractions of a set 

of objects. They will also focus on progressing their 

reasoning skills to deepen their understanding.  

We will then begin to learn about money. They will 

consolidate their knowledge of notes and coins from year 

two. After this, they will then convert pounds and pence, 

add and subtract money and find the appropriate 

amount of change.  

Science 

They will learn about Light, by understanding the 

importance of sun safety and how light is measured. They 

will explore this through experiments showing how light 

can be manipulated by shape and colour. 

Geography 
Within this topic, pupils will learn where Greece is on a 

world map, alongside key cities. They will learn about the 



   

 

   

 

surrounding seas and bordering countries. As they 

progress through the topic, they will discover many 

physical and human features of Greece and why tourism 

is useful for Greece. The children will make comparisons 

between Athens and London, focusing on the climate, 

land use and potential issues of pollution.  

Art 

This half term the children will be learning about John 

Dyer. They will gain an understanding of the artist and his 

style. They will also understand of how different colours 

and techniques and how/why they are used. Children will 

paint, adding black and white to primary and secondary 

colours. They will create and experiment with a palette of 

colours. Children to explore the different brush strokes in 

Dyer's work and how these are used for different effects. 

Children will then experiment with a variety of bush 

stokes.   

Music 

This half term, children will be exploring the song ‘Bringing 

Us Together’ and the Disco music genre. The children will 

identify the musical instruments, styling, artists, and songs 

within the Disco genre. They will look at finding the pulse 

of a song and learning the lyrics in order to perform the  

song. The children will also be given the opportunity to  

play instruments alongside the song. 

They will learn the following vocabulary: keyboard,  

drums, bass, imagination, improvise, compose, disco,  

pentatonic scale, pulse, rhythm, pitch, tempo, dynamics, 

texture structure, hook, riff and melody. 

Computing 

This half term the children will be desktop publishing using 

Microsoft Word. They will consider careful choices of font 

size, colour, and type to edit and improve pre-made 

documents. They will learn the terms ‘templates,’ 

‘orientation,’ and ‘placeholders’ and begin to 

understand how these can support them in making their 

own template for a magazine front cover. 

PSHE 

This half term the children will exploring the question ‘Why 

should we eat well and look after our teeth?’ The children 

will explore what it is to eat a balanced diet and regulate 

the amount of sugar they eat. They will also learn about 

the importance of regular visits to the dentist. 

RE 
The children will first look at the disposition ‘Being Open, 

Honest and Truthful.’ They will look at how different 



   

 

   

 

religions, particularly Christianity, teach their followers 

about the importance of being honest. In the final part of 

the half term, the children will focus on the disposition, 

‘Being Attentive to the Sacred as well as the Precious.’ 

They will understand how different religions worship and 

spend time being attentive. 

PE 

Tennis 

The focus of the learning is to introduce how we win a 

game of tennis, thinking about where and why we throw 

the ball on the court. We will then progress the to how we 

can find winning shot spaces. They will be introduced to 

the rackets, how to score points and forehand shots.  

Symmetry and Asymmetry 

The class will begin by exploring movements and 

balances in a symmetrical way. They will then progress 

this to putting these into a sequence and performing 

them on the apparatus.  



   

 

   

 



   

 

   

 

 



   

 

   

 

 



   

 

   

 



   

 

   

 



   

 

   

 

 



   

 

   

 

 



   

 

   

 

 



   

 

   

 

 
 



   

 

   

 

Home Learning and Useful Links: 

 
This half term our school value will be ‘Resilience.’ Please discuss what this means with your 
child.  

 

Please talk to your children about the information contained within the Curriculum 
Overview and the Knowledge Organisers, as they contain information that is crucial to 
aiding their understanding of topics that we will be covering in class.  

 

Please ensure that your child reads to an adult at home every day. We would like an 
adult to make a comment in the reading diary. Please return the reading books by 

Wednesday so they can be changed.  

 

We highly recommend that children practice their times tables daily to increase fluency. 

 

Useful Links: 
 

Reading:  
Oxford Owl for School and Home 

 
Reading and comprehension - English - Learning 

with BBC Bitesize - BBC Bitesize 

 
Books for Year 3 children aged 7-8 | School 

Reading List 

 
Writing:  
Year 3 English - BBC Bitesize 
 

Writing in Year 3 (age 7–8) - Oxford Owl for Home 

 
Spelling and Grammar, English Games for 7-11 

Years - Topmarks 

 
Phonics:  
Phonics:  Letters and Sounds, English Games for 
5-7 Years – Topmarks 

 

PhonicsPlay  
 

Phase 2 Games – Letters and Sounds (letters-

and-sounds.com)  

 

 Maths:  
Year 3 Maths Curriculum Toolkit | 7 & 8 Year Olds 

| Home Learning (thirdspacelearning.com) 
 

YEAR 3 MATHS - Topmarks Search 

IXL - Year 3 maths practice 
 

Times Table Rockstars 

 
Multiplication Check Practice 

 
Science:  
What are Magnets? |BBC Bitesize 

 
What Materials are Magnetic? | BBC Bitesize 

 

What is Light? | BBC Bitesize 
 

How are Shadows Formed? |BBC Bitesize  

 
History: 
Introduction to Ancient Rome | BBC Bitesize 

 
Life in the Roman Army |BBC Bitesize 

 

 
 

 
 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zs44jxs/articles/zgq8r2p
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zs44jxs/articles/zgq8r2p
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/reading-list-for-year-3-pupils-ks2-age-7-8/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/reading-list-for-year-3-pupils-ks2-age-7-8/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zv48q6f/year/zmyxxyc
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/english/primary-writing/writing-year-3-age-7-8/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-years/letters-and-sounds
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-years/letters-and-sounds
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://letters-and-sounds.com/phase-2-games/
https://letters-and-sounds.com/phase-2-games/
https://thirdspacelearning.com/blog/year-3-maths/
https://thirdspacelearning.com/blog/year-3-maths/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?q=YEAR%203%20MATHS
https://uk.ixl.com/maths/year-3
https://ttrockstars.com/
https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/znmmn39/articles/zhj9r2p#z8m996f
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/znmmn39/articles/z23ntrd#z6ymm39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z3nnb9q/articles/zpnvf82#zpghhcw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z3nnb9q/articles/z9wm7yc#zp2wwnb
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwmpfg8/articles/z9gkkty#zfjdwnb
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwmpfg8/articles/z7hhtrd#znx2m39

