
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 Curriculum Overview 

Term 3.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please see below an overview of the main themes, knowledge, 

and skills we will be covering this half term. 



Enquiry Question How do energy sources affect our world?    

Significant People Noor Inayat Khan (Linked to the value of 

Resilience) 

Class Texts Street Child Berlie Doherty 

 

 

Reading 

 

2b – Retrieve and record information/identify 

key details from fiction and non-fiction. 

2c - summarise main ideas from more than 

one paragraph. 

2e – Predict what might happen from details 

stated and implied. 

In Reading, the children will be introduced to 

the new class text for the term and will begin 

by making predictions about what they think 

is going to happen. The children will then 

move onto word meaning, where we will 

focus on looking at the choice of language 

used and the intended effect on the 

audience. We will then move on to retrieval 

where we will be focussing on our 

comprehension skills and will explore the 

themes from the book.  

The children will also infer from different parts 

of the class text. Inference helps children have 

a deeper understanding of the text. 

Writing 

 

This half term, children will explore a variety of 

genres, honing their writing skills with a clear 

focus on purpose and audience. To begin, 

they will craft narratives that emphasize rich 

characterisation and vivid setting descriptions. 

Using techniques such as dialogue, expanded 



noun phrases, similes, and metaphors, children 

will develop their ability to captivate readers 

and paint detailed, imaginative scenes that 

bring their stories to life. 

Later in the term, the focus will shift to diary 

entries, linked to the class text. This will allow 

children to practise writing informally in the first 

person, adopting a conversational and 

engaging tone. They will learn to write in a 

chatty style, addressing the diary as though it 

were a trusted friend or family member, further 

developing their creativity and connection to 

the writing process. 

Maths During this half-term, children will deepen their 

understanding of key mathematical 

concepts, focusing on both perimeter and 

area. They will explore how to calculate the 

perimeter of rectangles and polygons, while 

also learning to determine the area of 

rectangles and compound shapes through 

practical and engaging activities. 

In addition, the focus will shift to statistics, 

where children will develop their ability to 

interpret and analyse data. They will learn to 

read and interpret tables, draw line graphs, 

and work confidently with two-way tables. 

Alongside this, children will continue tackling 

worded problems to refine their reasoning 

skills. To support their preparation for Year 6, 

they will be introduced to SATS-style questions, 

helping them build confidence and familiarity 

with these formats. 

Geography During this half term, pupils will investigate 

renewable and non-renewable energy 

sources, gaining a clear understanding of the 

term’s "reusable" and "non-reusable." They will 

explore examples of both types of energy and 

examine their environmental impacts. Using 

six-figure grid references, students will locate 



coal mines and wind farms on maps, 

analysing the effects these energy sources 

have on local environments. Pupils will also 

explore the global trade of energy, learning 

why and how energy is exchanged 

worldwide. The unit will culminate with a 

research project in which students evaluate 

differing viewpoints on non-renewable energy 

and form their own opinions about its long-

term impact on the planet. This will provide an 

opportunity for critical thinking and personal 

reflection on a pressing environmental issue.  

Science In Year 5, children will learn more about our 

Solar System. They will learn about the Sun, 

planets, moons, and other celestial bodies, 

discovering how they move and interact with 

one another. Pupils will explore key facts 

about each planet, understand the concept 

of orbits and rotations, and investigate how 

day, night, and seasons occur. Through 

engaging activities, models, and 

investigations, children will develop a deeper 

understanding of Earth’s place in space and 

the wider universe, while also building 

essential skills in scientific enquiry and critical 

thinking. 

Art This unit provides children with a 

comprehensive exploration of Early Islamic art 

and its defining features, such as symmetry, 

geometric patterns, arabesques, and 

calligraphy. Through hands-on activities, 

children will create clay sculptures inspired by 

this art form, using techniques like coil, pinch, 

and slab to build 3D forms. They will practice 

incorporating intricate surface decorations 

and repeated patterns, drawing inspiration 

from Islamic tiles and mosaics. 

The unit culminates in the design and creation 

of a final clay sculpture that integrates 



multiple techniques and surface decorations. 

Children will have the opportunity to evaluate 

their finished work, reflecting on how their 

sculpture embodies the characteristics of Early 

Islamic art. This unit encourages creativity, 

attention to detail, and cultural appreciation 

through practical and artistic expression. 

Music This term, students will explore and enhance 

their musical abilities through the song "Make 

You Feel My Love," originally by Bob Dylan 

and popularised by Adele. They will: 

• Listen and Appraise: Engage in critical 

listening sessions to appreciate the 

song's structure, melody, and emotional 

depth. 

• Musical Activities: Participate in activities 

that highlight key musical elements such 

as rhythm, harmony, and dynamics. 

• Singing Practice: Develop vocal 

techniques and practice singing the 

song, focusing on expression and 

accuracy. 

• Performance: Showcase their newly 

acquired skills in a final performance, 

demonstrating their understanding and 

interpretation of the song.  

Computing Year 5 Computing introduces students to 

programming concepts through hands-on 

exploration with Micro:Bits. Over six lessons, 

learners begin by connecting Micro:Bits to 

iPads, experimenting with LED outputs, and 

sending programs across devices. They 

deepen their understanding of algorithms 

using flowcharts, discovering how decisions 

and processes link to programming. Key 

concepts, such as conditions, loops, and 

functions, are taught to control program flow 

and trigger specific outputs based on real-

world inputs like light and motion sensors. 



Later lessons focus on exploring Micro:Bit 

sensors—including accelerometer, 

thermometer, compass, and light sensor—

helping students consider practical 

applications. By the end of the unit, learners 

design a model integrating sensors, loops, and 

conditional statements, allowing them to 

apply their programming skills. Debugging 

and peer review ensure collaboration and 

critical thinking. This comprehensive unit 

equips students with essential computational 

thinking and problem-solving skills. 

RE In RE, the children will cover two topics, the 

first being ‘Being Temperate, Self-Disciplined 

and Seeking Contentment’ and ‘Being 

Accountable and Living with Integrity’. 

Children will be exploring how different 

religions show self-discipline and why they 

believe integrity is vital in a person. 

PSHE Our unit this half term is called ‘How can drugs 

common to every life (including 

smoking/vaping – nicotine, alcohol, caffeine 

and medicines) affect health?’  

During this unit the children will learn: 

• That some drugs are legal (but may have 

laws or restrictions related to them) and other 

drugs are illegal. 

• How laws surrounding the use of drugs exist 

to protect them and others. 

• Why people choose to use or not use 

different drugs. 

• How people can prevent or reduce the risks 

associated with them. 

• That for some people, drug use can 

become a habit which is difficult to break. 

• How organisations help people to stop 

smoking and the support available to help 



people if they have concerns about any drug 

use. 

• How to ask for help from a trusted adult if 

they have any worries or concerns about 

drugs. 

PE This half term the children will be having 

swimming lessons. As well as this, they will 

alternate and be taking part in tennis and 

athletics.  

They will learn the skills, techniques, and rules. 

The children will learn about communication, 

co-operation, and good sportsmanship.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teaching Team: 

Miss Rehman, Miss Nur, Miss Begum and Mrs Patel 

SLT: Mr Mazhar 

 

PE Day: Monday 

 

Homework: Homework is set on Friday and returned by 

Wednesday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Homework Books  



At the end of each week, your child will return home with their homework books in 

both English and Maths. They will be given two pages to complete based on the 

learning they have completed that week or the learning they will be doing the 

following week.  

Please encourage your child to complete these to the best of their ability and return 

to school by Wednesday for them to be marked and any issues to be addressed. 

Spellings  

These are words your child will be using daily and will need to be familiar with. We 

will also be sending home words with your children that are key in Year 5 and 6.  

Please encourage your child to practise their spellings at the weekend and across 

the course of the week, as they will be tested on these at the end of each week.  

Reading:  

At the end of each week, your child will also come home with a reading book.  

Please encourage your child to read this book regularly and listen to them read 

when you can.  

Within their reading diary, we ask that you please make a comment on how your 

child has read, whether they are enjoying their book or even any questions you may 

have asked them and discussed about their story.  

Both the reading book and reading diary need to be returned to school by 

Wednesday.



 



 



 

 

 



 





Reading:  
Oxford Owl for School and Home 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zs44jxs/year/zhgppg8 

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/category/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/  

 

Phonics:  
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar  

PhonicsPlay 

Phase 2 Games – Letters and Sounds (letters-and-sounds.com) 

 

Writing: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zv48q6f/year/zhgppg8  

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/english/primary-writing/writing-year-5-age-9-10/  

Spelling and Grammar, English Games for 7-11 Years - Topmarks 

 

Maths:  
Key Stage 2 Maths - Topmarks Search 

https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/ 

 

Science:  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z2pfb9q/year/zhgppg8 

Home | WowScience - Science games and activities for kids 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z6wwxnb/articles/zdvhxbk  

 

Geography: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zntxgwx#z8whn9q 

https://www.alliantenergykids.com/renewableenergy/renewableenergyhome 

 

Computing:  
Is my child safe online? Parent’s questions answered | Barnardo's (barnardos.org.uk) 

Parents and Carers - UK Safer Internet Centre 

Parental Controls & Privacy Settings Guides | Internet Matters 

 

PSHE:  
Talk PANTS & Join Pantosaurus - The Underwear Rule | NSPCC 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zs44jxs/year/zhgppg8
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/category/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://letters-and-sounds.com/phase-2-games/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zv48q6f/year/zhgppg8
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/english/primary-writing/writing-year-5-age-9-10/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?Subject=16&AgeGroup=3
https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z2pfb9q/year/zhgppg8
https://wowscience.co.uk/?_sft_category=light-sound
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z6wwxnb/articles/zdvhxbk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zntxgwx#z8whn9q
https://www.alliantenergykids.com/renewableenergy/renewableenergyhome
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/blog/online-safety-parents-questions?gclid=CjwKCAjwwL6aBhBlEiwADycBIPLqOOnhoqkdF8GqsMiLC_EPkCqYMS4pRXlLEWKUuaYmR98-lqM_yxoCP9oQAvD_BwE
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/pants-underwear-rule/?gclsrc=aw.ds&&gclid=CjwKCAjwwL6aBhBlEiwADycBIERv7aqeeFJ0l9nMhxKcPSb7v_ZQH-YgpPIs2Rag7J7RCMNcN0dZWxoCnVoQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds


How to make an emergency 999 call – West Midlands Ambulance Service University NHS 

Foundation Trust (wmas.nhs.uk) 

 

PE:  
Nutrition Based Physical Activity Games - Action for Healthy Kids 

Kids Active Learning & PE at Home – Think Active 
 

https://wmas.nhs.uk/advice-resources/campaigns/how-to-make-an-emergency-999-call/
https://wmas.nhs.uk/advice-resources/campaigns/how-to-make-an-emergency-999-call/
https://www.actionforhealthykids.org/activity/nutrition-based-physical-activity-games/
https://www.thinkactive.org/gettingactive/kids-active-learning/

