
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Year 5 Curriculum Overview 

Term 2.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please see below an overview of the main themes, knowledge 

and skills we will be covering this half term. 



Enquiry 

Question 

What was the British Empire?    

Significant 

People 

Stephen Hawking (Linked to the value of curiosity) 

 

Class Texts The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett 

 

Themes: Friendship, happiness and health.  

 

 

Reading 

 

Reading Domains  

2b – Retrieve and record information/identify key details from 

fiction and non-fiction. 

2e – Predict what might happen from details stated and implied. 

2h – Make comparisons within a text. 

In Reading, children will begin the term by exploring the new class 

text and making predictions about the story's direction, drawing 

on clues from the title, cover, and initial paragraphs. They will then 

focus on retrieval skills, honing their ability to locate and extract 

key information from the text to deepen their understanding. As 

we explore the book's themes, students will examine the author’s 

use of language and its intended effect on the reader, analysing 

how word choices shape meaning and tone. 

Next, children will engage in comparative analysis, focusing on 

the behaviours, actions, and motivations of different characters. 

They will also compare the text to other books they have read, 

drawing connections between themes, character development, 

and plot structures. This will encourage critical thinking and 

deepen their appreciation of both the text at hand and their 

broader reading experiences. 

Writing 

 

In Writing, children will begin by crafting adventure narratives, 

focusing on developing rich characterisations through the use of 

vivid descriptive language. They will enhance their writing by 

incorporating a variety of techniques, such as similes, metaphors, 

fronted adverbials, and conjunctions, to engage the reader and 

bring their stories to life. 

Next, students will shift to writing with the purpose of informing, 

specifically within the context of newspaper reports. They will 



explore the key organizational and language features of effective 

reports, learning how to structure their writing with the essential 

5Ws (Who, What, When, Where, Why), clear paragraphs, 

attention-grabbing headlines, bylines, and supporting images with 

captions. They will then apply these skills to write their own 

newspaper reports, practicing both informative writing and 

journalistic conventions. 

Maths This term, Year 5 will focus on deepening their understanding of 

multiplication and division. They will revisit key concepts such as 

adding 2-, 3- and 4-digit numbers using a formal column method 

as well as dividing using a formal written method. Students will 

then move on to multiplying fractions, using their knowledge from 

Autumn term to support their learning. 

In addition to this, children will develop their knowledge of their 

times tables as they will use this to help with calculations. 

Throughout the term, students will also engage in more complex 

reasoning and problem-solving questions, developing their ability 

to explain and justify their mathematical thinking as well as 

applying their knowledge within real-life contexts. 

Geography During this half term, children will embark on a journey to explore 

the British Empire. They will begin by identifying and locating key 

countries that were part of the Empire, understanding their 

historical significance within a geographical context. Students will 

investigate how the British Empire evolved over time, using atlases 

to accurately mark and label former colonies, while also 

examining the geographical spread of the Empire. 

They will explore the economic activities and resources that were 

central to the Empire, identifying key raw materials extracted from 

colonies, and analysing their role in the British economy and global 

trade. Students will gain insight into the key trade routes and 

transportation networks that supported the expansion of the British 

Empire, recognizing the vital role of transportation in connecting 

distant territories. 

In addition, students will study the human and physical features of 

various British colonies, understanding how these shaped human 

activities, settlements, and population patterns. They will also 

reflect on the lasting legacy of the British Empire, examining the 

current status of former colonies and discussing the enduring 

influence of the Empire on modern human geography. 

Science  This half term children will be learning about the forces of gravity, 

air resistance, water resistance, and friction, with children 

exploring their effects. They will learn about mechanisms, their 

uses, and how they allow a smaller effort to have a greater effect. 

They will also be learning about materials and conducting a 

variety of investigations to test/sort materials. The half-term will 

conclude with a Lab Session linked to our previous topic (from 

Autumn 2). 

Art At the start of the term, children will explore the visual qualities of 

line, light, and shadow. They will investigate the works of renowned 



 

artists like Pablo Picasso and Rembrandt, focusing on how these 

masters used light and shading to enhance their art. Students will 

then be introduced to various shading techniques, learning how 

to create depth and contrast in their own drawings. 

As part of their project, they will take black-and-white 

photographs and reinterpret them through their artwork, using 

pencil, pen, and ink wash to create detailed, shaded drawings 

that reflect the nuances of light and shadow. 

Music For our music lessons this term, the children will be learning how to 

play the Glockenspiel. 

Computing In Computing, children will begin creating vector drawings. They 

will explore various drawing tools to help them design images. 

Learners will understand that vector drawings are composed of 

shapes and lines, with each element in the drawing referred to as 

an object. They will layer objects, and start grouping and 

duplicating them, which will allow them to create more complex 

and detailed compositions. 

PSHE Our unit this half term is called health and wellbeing. During this 

half term, children will be learning about changes that take place 

during puberty.  Some of these sessions will be split into boys and 

girls. They will learn how to take care of themselves regarding 

personal hygiene. They will also learn how ask for advice and 

support about growing and change in puberty.  

RE This half term, we will explore two key topics: the importance of 

being open, honest, and truthful, and cultivating attentiveness to 

the sacred and transcendent. 

In the first unit, students will discover why truth matters, engaging in 

thoughtful class discussions where they can share their views and 

opinions. We will also explore how different religions approach the 

concept of truth and how non-religious individuals determine what 

is right and just. 

In the second unit, we will focus on the practice of reflection, 

examining its significance in personal growth and spirituality. 

Students will explore various religious perspectives on reflection, 

considering how it can deepen their understanding of themselves 

and the world around them. 

PE This half term the children will be taking part in health-related 

exercises and badminton. They will learn the functions of the 

cardiovascular system and how aerobic fitness affects our bodies. 

They will also learn the meaning of flexibility and how flexibility 

affects our bodies. The children will be taught the meaning of 

strength and how strength affects our bodies. Throughout this half 

term the children will also be taught how to develop their 

understanding of winning a game of badminton. they will be 

taught a range of badminton skills such as the forehand and 

backhand shot. 



Teaching Team: 

Miss Rehman, Miss Levy, Miss Nur, Mrs Patel and Mrs Sayed  

SLT: Mr Mazhar 

 

PE Day: Tuesday 

 

Homework: Homework is set on Friday and returned by 

Wednesday. 

 

Homework Books  

At the end of each week, your child will return home with their homework books in 

both English and Maths. They will be given two pages to complete based on the 

learning they have completed that week or the learning they will be doing the 

following week.  

Please encourage your child to complete these to the best of their ability and return 

to school by Wednesday for them to be marked and any issues to be addressed. 

Spellings  

These are words your child will be using daily and will need to be familiar with. We 

will also be sending home words with your children that are key in Year 5 and 6.  

Please encourage your child to practise their spellings at the weekend and across 

the course of the week, as they will be tested on these at the end of each week.  

Reading:  

At the end of each week, your child will also come home with a reading book.  

Please encourage your child to read this book regularly and listen to them read 

when you can.  

Within their reading diary, we ask that you please make a comment on how your 

child has read, whether they are enjoying their book or even any questions you may 

have asked them and discussed about their story.  

Both the reading book and reading diary need to be returned to school by 

Wednesday.  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 



 



Home Learning and Useful Links: 

Reading:  
Oxford Owl for School and Home 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zs44jxs/year/zhgppg8 

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/category/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/  

 

Phonics:  
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar  

PhonicsPlay 

Phase 2 Games – Letters and Sounds (letters-and-sounds.com) 

 

Writing: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zv48q6f/year/zhgppg8  

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/english/primary-writing/writing-year-5-age-9-10/  

Spelling and Grammar, English Games for 7-11 Years - Topmarks 

 

Maths:  
Key Stage 2 Maths - Topmarks Search 

https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/ 

 

Science:  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z2pfb9q/year/zhgppg8 

Home | WowScience - Science games and activities for kids 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z6wwxnb/articles/zdvhxbk  

 

Geography: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zywx6g8#zcd8wnb 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zntxgwx 

 

Computing:  
Is my child safe online? Parent’s questions answered | Barnardo's (barnardos.org.uk) 

Parents and Carers - UK Safer Internet Centre 

Parental Controls & Privacy Settings Guides | Internet Matters 

 

PSHE:  
Talk PANTS & Join Pantosaurus - The Underwear Rule | NSPCC 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zs44jxs/year/zhgppg8
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/category/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://letters-and-sounds.com/phase-2-games/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zv48q6f/year/zhgppg8
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/english/primary-writing/writing-year-5-age-9-10/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?Subject=16&AgeGroup=3
https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z2pfb9q/year/zhgppg8
https://wowscience.co.uk/?_sft_category=light-sound
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z6wwxnb/articles/zdvhxbk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zywx6g8#zcd8wnb
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zntxgwx
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/blog/online-safety-parents-questions?gclid=CjwKCAjwwL6aBhBlEiwADycBIPLqOOnhoqkdF8GqsMiLC_EPkCqYMS4pRXlLEWKUuaYmR98-lqM_yxoCP9oQAvD_BwE
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/pants-underwear-rule/?gclsrc=aw.ds&&gclid=CjwKCAjwwL6aBhBlEiwADycBIERv7aqeeFJ0l9nMhxKcPSb7v_ZQH-YgpPIs2Rag7J7RCMNcN0dZWxoCnVoQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds


How to make an emergency 999 call – West Midlands Ambulance Service University NHS 

Foundation Trust (wmas.nhs.uk) 

 

PE:  
Nutrition Based Physical Activity Games - Action for Healthy Kids 

Kids Active Learning & PE at Home – Think Active 
 

https://wmas.nhs.uk/advice-resources/campaigns/how-to-make-an-emergency-999-call/
https://wmas.nhs.uk/advice-resources/campaigns/how-to-make-an-emergency-999-call/
https://www.actionforhealthykids.org/activity/nutrition-based-physical-activity-games/
https://www.thinkactive.org/gettingactive/kids-active-learning/

