
   

 

   

 

 

 

 

Year 4 Curriculum Overview 

Term 1.2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teaching Team: 

Miss Payne, Miss Rahman and Miss Hussain 

SLT: Mr Mazhar 

 

PE Days: Monday 

 

Homework: Wednesday & Friday 

 

Please see below an overview of the main themes, knowledge and skills 
we will be covering this half term 

 

 

 



   

 

   

 

Significant People Anders Celsius (Celsius temperature scale)  

Daniel Fahrenheit (Fahrenheit temperature scale/ invention of the 

thermometer)  

Class Texts Romans on the Rampage 

 

Reading 

 

This half term the children will continue their learning on giving the 

meaning of unknown words, retrieval and inference. The children will 

learn how to effectively skim and scan a text, ensuring they read the text 

carefully to locate key details/information to support them with their 

responses. Following this, children will learn how to justify their point 

using relevant information from the text and applying the point and 

evidence method to construct their responses.  

Writing 

 

This half term, children will continue to be exposed to different genres 

and apply the appropriate skills, whilst having an awareness of the 

purpose and audience. This half term children will be learning how to 

write narratives and biographies. They will be able to identify the 

features of the text and use these features in their own writing. This will 

be related to our enquiry question and book ‘Romans on the Rampage’.  

Maths In Maths we will be starting with addition and subtraction, where the 

children will learn to add and subtract four-digit numbers with and 

without exchanging, use rounding and use inverse operations. 

Maths this half term will also be focusing on Measurement. We will be 

learning about what area is, strategies of counting squares inside a 

shape, how to make rectilinear shapes and how to compare areas of 

rectilinear shapes.  

Furthermore, we will be focusing on Multiplication and Division.  We will 

be recalling multiplication and division facts up to 12x12; using this 

knowledge we will be able to recognise factor pairs and commutativity in 

mental calculations. We will be using place value and known facts to 

multiply and divide 3 - digit numbers. 



   

 

   

 

History During the topic of Romans, pupils will explore a range of secondary sources, 

including photographs, videos and non- fiction texts, to learn about the Celts and 

life in Britain before the Romans arrived. They will identify who the Celts were 

and will investigate Celtic settlements, hill forts, roundhouses, jobs and religion. 

Pupils will learn who the Romans were, where they came from and why they 

invaded Britain. They will discover the different invasion attempts led by Julius 

Caesar and will explain the impact these invasions had on Britain. 

Pupils will learn about Emperor Hadrian and the purpose of Hadrian’s Wall, 

including why it was built and its impact on Britain. They will develop their 

understanding of the Roman army by exploring its organisation, weapons, 

armour and equipment, and will explain  why it was so successful. They will 

also learn about the Roman withdrawal from Britain and the fall of the Roman 

Empire, exploring what happened after the Romans left and the lasting legacy 

they left behind, including roads, towns, religion, buildings, currency and 

calendars. Through a range of activities, pupils will present, report, research and 

communicate their historical knowledge in creative ways. 

 

Science  Our topics for this half term are food and the digestive system and 
sound. During the first topic children will learn about the digestive 
system and how it is responsible for digesting food and absorbing 
nutrients and water. The children will know that the mouth, oesophagus, 
small intestine and large intestine are organs of the digestive system.  

We will also be looking at solids, liquids and gases. They will identify 
the properties of each state of matter, compare how materials behave 
and investigate how materials can change state through melting, 
freezing, evaporation and condensation. Pupils will also explore the 
water cycle and learn how heating and cooling affect different materials. 

 

DT This half term the children will be focusing on mechanical systems 

(pneumatics). The children will understand and use mechanical systems 

in their products. The children will use this knowledge to make a toy with 

moving parts using pneumatics. 

Music During their music lessons, the children will be learning how to play the 

Ukelele. They will get the chance to learn the various parts of a Ukelele, 

and learning the different notes and playing different tunes. 

Computing During children’s computing lessons, the children will focus on the topic 

‘Audio Production’. In this topic we will identify the input device 



   

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(microphone) and output devices (speaker or headphones) required to 

work with sound digitally. 

PSHE In PSHE we will be focusing on respecting the rights of others. Children 
will be looking at relationships and developing an understanding of 
respect. They will focus on rights and responsibilities, positive behaviour, 
and mutual respect. We will also be looking at being safe and respectful 
online. 

RE Unit 3 - Being Reflective and Self-Critical 

Children will explore how to be reflective of themselves and their 
behaviour whilst being self-critical.  

Unit 4 - Being Curious and Valuing Knowledge  

Children will explore the importance of being curious and valuing 
knowledge that they are presented with from others and themselves. 

PE We will be looking at Gymnastics in PE, where the children will learn to 

move in canon and unison. 



   

 

   

 

Knowledge organisers: 

 

 



   

 

   

 

 



   

 

   

 

 Food and the Digestive 
System 

Producers and consumers 
A producer is a living thing that makes its own food 

through the process of photosynthesis. Almost all 

producers are plants. A consumer is a living thing that 

feeds on other living things. All consumers fit into one of 

three groups depending on what they eat: herbivores eat 

plant parts, carnivores eat meat from other animals and 

omnivores eat both meat and plant parts. Animals that 

are hunted and eaten by other animals are called prey. 

Animals that hunt other animals for food are called 

predators. 

Ecosystems  
An ecosystem is a community of living 

organisms and their environments that interact 

with each other, such as a rainforest, desert 

rainforest or ocean. Ecosystems have biotic, or living, 

features including plants, animals and 

microorganisms. They also have abiotic, or non-

living, features, such as sunlight, water, air, soil 

and temperature. desert  

Interdependence 

All living things depend on the biotic and abiotic features 

of their ecosystems to survive. This is called 

interdependence.  

For example, the hummingbird depends on abiotic 

features, such as water to drink and oxygen to breathe. It 

also depends on biotic features, including the hibiscus 

flower for nutrition and trees for shelter.  

Balance and change 
All the biotic and abiotic features of an ecosystem are finely 

balanced. Any change to one part will affect all the other parts. For 

example, a drought, or water shortage, can affect a plant’s ability to 

grow. Animals that depend on that plant for food begin to starve 

and die unless they can adapt or move to a new ecosystem to 

survive. Human activity, such as deforestation and pollution, and natural events such as 

disease, floods, wildfires and drought, can damage ecosystems.  

Food chains  
Plants and animals need energy from food to survive. A food chain is a diagram that shows 

how food energy is transferred from one living thing to another.  

Food chains start with a producer that makes its own food. Primary consumers are herbivores 

that eat the producers. Secondary consumers can be carnivores or omnivores that feed on 

primary consumers and producers. Tertiary consumers at the end of the food chain mainly feed 

on the secondary and primary consumers. They are called apex predators. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

             

         
             

            
                     

        
                       

    
                     

              
                   



   

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Food webs 

All the different food chains in a specific ecosystem can be 

linked together to make a   food web.  

Food webs show how different plants and animals in an 

ecosystem are connected through their interdependence.  

 

Digestion  
Digestion is the process where food is broken down 

into small particles that can be absorbed by the 

body. 

The digestive organs all work together to  digest 

food.  

Mouth 

Digestion starts inside the mouth. The tongue rolls 

the food around and the teeth break it into smaller 

pieces by biting and chewing. Digestive enzymes 

in saliva break down the food further so the food 

can be swallowed.  

Oesophagus 

The food travels through the pharynx, or throat, 

then into the oesophagus. Muscles squeeze the 

food along the oesophagus and into the stomach.  

Stomach 

Inside the stomach, the food is mixed with 

digestive enzymes and digestive acid to 

chemically break it down into tiny particles. 

Muscles also squeeze and churn the food. Small 

intestine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Carnivore, herbivore and 

omnivore teeth 
Animals have different types of teeth depending 

on the food they eat. Carnivores usually have 

large canines for ripping and tearing meat.  

Herbivores usually have sharp incisors for cutting 

plant material and large flat  

teeth: canines for tearing meat and large, flat 

molars for grinding plants. 

      

               

               

        

           

                

       

 

         

 

      

 
     

 

   

 
   

 
       

 
  

 
      

 
   

 
   

 
 

 

    

 
     

 
      

 

       

 

         

       

          

       

         

       

          

       

Teeth 
Human teeth begin to grow when a baby is 

around six months old and continue growing 

until a child has 20 teeth. These are called 

primary teeth. These begin to fall out at around 

six years old and 32 permanent teeth then grow. 

There are four types of teeth: 



   

 

   

 

 



   

 

   

 

 



   

 

   

 

 



   

 

   

 

 



   

 

   

 

 

Home Learning and Useful Links: 
Homework Books  

At the end of each week, your child will return home with their homework books in both 

English and Maths. They will be given two pages to complete based on the learning they 

have completed that week or the learning they will be doing the following week.  

Please encourage your child to complete these to the best of their ability and return to school 

by Wednesday for them to be marked and any issues to be addressed. 

Spellings  

These are words your child will be using daily and will need to be familiar with. We will also 

be sending home words with your children that are key in Year 3 and 4.  

Please encourage your child to practise their spellings at the weekend and across the course 

of the week, as they will be tested on these at the end of each week.  

Times tables  

Each week, your child will receive a sheet of times tables to help prepare them for the Y4 

Multiplication Check.  

Please encourage your child to practise these times tables ready for a small test at the end of 

the following week. Your child should now be using Times Table Rock Stars and taking part 

in competitions between each other and the other Year 4 classes. Please see your child’s class 

teacher for log in details. 

Your child should be to completing at least 5 minutes of times table practice daily. 

Please use the website below 

Times Table Multiplication Check Website: 

https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/ 

https://ttrockstars.com/ 

Reading:  

At the end of each week, your child will also come home with a library book.  

Please encourage your child to read this book regularly and listen to them read when you 

can.   

Reading:  

Oxford Owl for School and Home 

Reading and comprehension - English - Learning with BBC Bitesize - BBC Bitesize 

https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zs44jxs/articles/zgq8r2p


   

 

   

 

Books for Year 4 children aged 8-9 | School Reading List 

 

Phonics:  

Letters and Sounds, English Games for 5-7 Years - Topmarks 

PhonicsPlay 

Phase 2 Games – Letters and Sounds (letters-and-sounds.com) 

 

Writing: 

Year 4 English - BBC Bitesize 

Writing in Year 4 (age 8–9) - Oxford Owl for Home 

Spelling and Grammar, English Games for 7-11 Years - Topmarks 

 

Maths:  

Year 4 Maths Curriculum Toolkit | 8 & 9 Year Olds | Home Learning (thirdspacelearning.com) 

Key Stage 2 Maths - Topmarks Search 

https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/ 

 

Science:  

Science KS2 / KS3: Classification of organisms - BBC Teach 

Home | WowScience - Science games and activities for kids 

Sound- https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zgffr82  

 

Computing:  

Is my child safe online? Parent’s questions answered | Barnardo's (barnardos.org.uk) 

Parents and Carers - UK Safer Internet Centre 

Parental Controls & Privacy Settings Guides | Internet Matters 

 

PSHE:  

Talk PANTS & Join Pantosaurus - The Underwear Rule | NSPCC 

How to make an emergency 999 call – West Midlands Ambulance Service University NHS 
Foundation Trust (wmas.nhs.uk) 

PE:  

Nutrition Based Physical Activity Games - Action for Healthy Kids 

Kids Active Learning & PE at Home – Think Active 

 

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/suggested-reading-list-for-year-4-pupils-ks2-age-8-9/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-years/letters-and-sounds
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://letters-and-sounds.com/phase-2-games/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zv48q6f/year/z63tt39
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/english/primary-writing/writing-year-4-age-8-9/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar
https://thirdspacelearning.com/blog/year-4-maths/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?Subject=16&AgeGroup=3
https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/science-ks2--ks3-classification-of-organisms/zh7g92p
https://wowscience.co.uk/?_sft_category=light-sound
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zgffr82
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/blog/online-safety-parents-questions?gclid=CjwKCAjwwL6aBhBlEiwADycBIPLqOOnhoqkdF8GqsMiLC_EPkCqYMS4pRXlLEWKUuaYmR98-lqM_yxoCP9oQAvD_BwE
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/pants-underwear-rule/?gclsrc=aw.ds&&gclid=CjwKCAjwwL6aBhBlEiwADycBIERv7aqeeFJ0l9nMhxKcPSb7v_ZQH-YgpPIs2Rag7J7RCMNcN0dZWxoCnVoQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://wmas.nhs.uk/advice-resources/campaigns/how-to-make-an-emergency-999-call/
https://wmas.nhs.uk/advice-resources/campaigns/how-to-make-an-emergency-999-call/
https://www.actionforhealthykids.org/activity/nutrition-based-physical-activity-games/
https://www.thinkactive.org/gettingactive/kids-active-learning/

